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Figure 1: Mineral map of Ghana
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GLOSSARY-ABBREVIATIONS
AAIL
AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine
AGC
Ashanti Goldfields Company
AGA
AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi Mine
ASRF
Ahafo Social Responsibility Forum
BFW
Bread for the World
BGL
Bogoso Gold Limited
BANGO
Brong Ahafo Non-Governmental Organisations
BA
Bachelor of Arts Degree
BSC
Bachelor of Science Degree
CAMPA
Campaign against Mining in Protected Areas
CEIA
Centre for Environmental Impact Analysis
CEPIL
Centre for Public Interest Law
CLARCS
Centre for Labour Rights and Community Service
CHRAJ
Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice
CPP
Convention People’s Party
DAGG
Dialogue and Good Governance of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
DKA
Development cooperation agency of the Catholic Children’s Movement
in Austria
EIA
Environmental Impact Assessment
EIS
Environmental Impact Statement
FDI
Foreign Direct Investment
FIAN
Foodfirst International Action Network
GNADO
Gia/Nabio Agro Forestry Development Organisation
G-RAP
Ghana Research and Advocacy Programme
GMC
Global Mining Campaign
GSR
Golden Star Resources
GGL
Goldfields Ghana Limited
HND
Higher National Diploma
IFC
International Finance Corporation
MA
Master of Arts Degree
MSC
Master of Science Degree
MAG
Monitoring Advisory Group
NALAG
National Association of Local Authorities of Ghana
NCOM
National Coalition on Mining
NGGL
Newmont Ghana Gold Limited
OECD
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
RAVI
Rights and Voice Initiative
RBA
Rights - Based Approach
SULNET
Sustainable Livelihood Network
RMA
Responsible Mining Alliance
TWN
Third World Network
UNGC
United Nations Global Compact
VOTOLEAF
Voices of Tomorrow Foundation
WERENGO
Western Region Non-Governmental Organisations
YAG
Youth for Action Ghana
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1.1 Background
Mining industry of Ghana accounts for 5% of the country's Gross domestic product and
minerals make up 37% of total exports, of which gold contributes over 90% of the total
mineral exports. Thus, the main focus of Ghana's mining and minerals development industry
remains focused on gold. Ghana is Africa's 2nd largest gold producer, producing 80.5 tonnes
in 2008. Production is dominated by AngloGold Ashanti with other mining companies such
as Newmont Ghana limited, Golden Star Resources limited, Goldfields Ghana limited being
other major Gold mining companies. The country has 23 large-scale mining companies
producing gold, diamonds, bauxite and manganese, and, there are also over 300 registered
small scale mining groups and 90 mine support service companies
Though the gold mining activities contributes to government revenue through the payment
of royalties, employee income taxes and corporate taxes, the sum total of benefits to Ghana
is minimal. For example, the GEITI report of 2009 indicated that out of the over US$2.3
billion of revenue from the sale of minerals the receipt of Government was about GH₵117
million. Again mining is largely accompanied with various violations such as
environmental, economic and socio-cultural rights to the mining communities. Mining
companies in various countries are required to follow the mining and mineral law to
minimise the adverse impacts of their activities on the livelihood of the mining communities
during operations and after closure. However in some countries especially developing
countries these laws are not adhered to by the mining companies and also regulations are
also not well enforced by the government agencies.
In its quest to curb these human rights violations through the increased mining operations in
various mining communities Wacam with other stakeholders seek to sensitise and educate
through the rights based approach to advocate and campaign for responsible mining in the
communities that will be affected
Description of Community/Region/People
The founding members formed Wacam to respond to the growing community problems.
Wacam, being the premier community-based mining advocacy organisation in Ghana, was
confronted with major challenges which included mobilising mining communities around
the critical community concerns to engage with multinational mining companies with
enormous resources. Community mobilisation was important at the time because mining
communities lacked an organisation that could articulate their concerns and communities did
not have a common front for effective engagements with government and mining
companies. Host mining communities were unaware of their rights as enshrined in the
national constitution and the Minerals and Mining Act. Poverty and illiteracy that are
prevalent in the mining communities weakened the capacity of the mining communities in
their engagement with mining companies
Wacam’s mobilisation and group strengthening efforts benefitted 1882 community people
from 73 mining communities in Western (26), Ashanti (28), Kenyasi (11) and Akyem (8)
who participated in Wacam’s activities at the community level in the year under review.
Apart from communities, Wacam worked with national and international Civil Society
organisations to share experience and information on natural resource extraction and the
challenges that confront host communities and government.
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Figure 2: No. of Zones and communities in each operational region of Wacam

Wacam’s activities spread to mining, oil and gas communities in the year under review.
Wacam worked in the communities that will are affected by the Jubilee fields in the Western
region of Ghana and some mining companies. The mining companies operating in these
areas include AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi Mine, AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem mine,
Newmont Ghana Gold Limited Ahafo Mine, Newmont Ghana Gold Akyem Project, Golden
Star Resource (Prestea/ Bogoso Mine), Golden Star Resources (Wassa Mine), Goldfields
Ghana Limited (Tarkwa Mine), Goldfields Ghana Limited (Abosso Mine), Adamus
Resources Limited and Solar Mining which is a medium to small scale illegal mining
company operating on the fringes of Atewa Forest Reserve. The Ghana Manganese
Company, which has been mining manganese for many years, intends to start gold mining.
Based on strong requests from communities affected by the mining of Limestone by
contractors of GHACEM Wacam began work in Klo Begro and its surrounding
communities.

Mission and Vision of Wacam
Wacam’s Vision
Wacam has the vision to become a social movement well-structured with resources and
capacity to influence policies in the interest of the marginalised people, especially those
living in natural resource rich communities.
Mission Statement of Wacam
Wacam seeks to protect the environment, natural resources and rights of marginalised
mining communities through networking, advocacy, campaign and representation within a
legal framework that is sensitive to the concerns of mining communities
Organisational Values
 Wacam’s core operational values include the following:
 Respect for staff, volunteers, community people and all people irrespective of race, sex,
gender, religious beliefs and non-partisan approach to advocacy.
4
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Independence from corporate and partisan control and Wacam should not be dragged into
chieftaincy issues.
Wacam is against all kinds of discrimination against staff and community people.
Wacam would respect the socio-cultural beliefs of communities and the citizens of Ghana
provided they do not violate national laws.
Wacam believes in Non-Violent Approach to advocacy that protect rights of communities
and the country, based on the tenets of sustainable development which are clean
environment, equity and futurity.
Wacam believe in advocacy that is people centred and geared towards maximising benefits
of natural resources to host communities and the country
Wacam believes in a work environment that is free from sexual harassment, which includes
the office, the constituents and the operational communities.
Wacam demands high level of honesty, loyalty and commitment to advocacy objectives of
Wacam from its activists.

Wacam’s Goals and Objectives
Goal
Rural communities physically and or economically affected by the operations of
transnational gold mining companies particularly in Ghana exert their right to effective and
meaningful participation in mining policy reform processes and manage their local natural
resources necessary to sustain their livelihoods and hold governments accountable for
securing these rights through good governance practices. Our goal is to ensure that
companies and financial institutions who stand to benefit from extractive industries,
demonstrate commitment in their policies and practices to respect the full range of
communities’ rights including Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC).








Wacam’s Objectives
To work with mining, oil and gas communities for the protection of economic, social,
cultural, gender, environmental and health rights.
To mainstream gender and youth rights in all Wacam’s activities
To sensitise communities whose lands have been ceded to mining companies to obtain
acceptable compensation or appreciable packages in relocation and resettlement issues
pertaining to mining.
To liaise with Governmental and other agencies on issues of concern to the mining and
oil communities
To raise public awareness about issues on mining, oil and gas, environment and
livelihood
To collaborate with other groups and organisations with similar interest in policy
advocacy that would take into account the interest of the citizens and the country.
Thematic Areas
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Human rights
Community Livelihood
Environment and human health
Youth, Gender and Mining
Mining and Climate change
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Areas of Work
Wacam works with Advocacy groups at the local, national and international levels
Strengthen networks for effective campaigns
Organisation of new groups in areas about to experience surface mining
Consolidate and strengthen its grass root base through continued education in the
operational areas.
To strengthen Community group formation as an organisational strategy of Wacam’s
work particularly in communities located around forest reserves of the country.
Work to improve its media relations and to develop a media strategy as part of the
campaign. Wacam makes mining and gender an important focus in the mining
campaign.
Wacam would improve its human resource capacity through training for staff and
volunteers which would include formal trainings in educational institutions.
Forms of Work
Campaign and Advocacy on mining, Environment and Community Livelihood
Network with Civil Society Organisations and Faith-Based organisations with similar
objectives to provide service to the communities
Organisation of mining communities
Legal support
Support for victims of Human rights abuses
Dissemination of information and representation of mining communities in negotiations
Information Gathering, Research , Sharing of experiences and documentation
Sensitisation of communities on their rights and responsibilities
Work towards sustainable Alternative Employment with communities

Identified Critical Community Concerns
Wacam in its years of operations had identified critical areas of concern in mining and oil
and gas communities which formed the focus for sensitisation and advocacy. The critical
areas of concerns are grouped under the following areas:
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Human rights abuses;
Brutalisation of suspects resulting in death or maiming;
Abuse of economic rights
Arbitrary arrest and detention of suspects
Torture and assault of ‘galamsey’ suspects through beatings and attacks by guard dogs
Shooting of peaceful demonstrators by security agencies acting on behalf of mining
companies
Violation of the constitutional right of community people to undertake public protests
and demonstrations
Environmental degradation
Degradation of the forest cover resulting in loss of fauna and flora
Land, soil, air and water pollution
Pollution of water bodies leading to death of some rivers
Problems associated with abandoned mine pits and cyanide containment ponds
Acid mine drainage caused by exposed metals from mining
Mine rock waste / mine waste disposal on fertile lands
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Cyanide spillages into water bodies destroying life forms in rivers
Mining in Forest reserves






Land acquisition:
Mode of land acquisition and eviction of people from their land;
Low Compensation, including mode of assessment of compensation;
Resettlement Problems
Inadequate notice on land appropriation and land use





















Socio-cultural problems
Forced evictions leading to disintegration of families
Resettlement /Relocation of communities
Conflicts and violence against mining communities by mining companies
Displacement of communities
Unemployment
Mining related Diseases such as increased Malaria and chest diseases.
Loss of livelihood with no alternative land/viable alternative income activities leading to
worsening poverty in mining communities
Destruction of sacred /cultural sites of communities
Increased school dropout rate in mining communities
Gender and Mining
Women engage in the harvesting of fuel wood, oil palm fruits, spices and other nontimber products as their regular source of income. The destruction of forest cover leads
to loss of incomes for many women in mining communities in addition to the destruction
of plants with medicinal qualities.
Pollution of streams increased the workload of women and children who walked long
distances in search of potable water for household use.
Compensation regimes do not take into account the specific interest of women
concerning loss of livelihoods for women, which is linked to the loss of forests.
Broken homes and problems of single parents
Women have a responsibility to take care of sick people in families. This relates to care
for People Living with HIV/AIDS, Malaria, Respiratory tract diseases, malnutrition etc.
Youth and Mining
Youth mentorship and leadership programmes
Youth employment and right to livelihood
Civil and political rights of youth

Target Group
Wacam focussed its activities on the following:
 Mining community groups and associations
 Intelligentsia with nationalistic views
 Media people
 Traditional authorities, Politicians, Chiefs
 Faith based groups
 Women’s groups in mining communities
 Youth groups at the national level and in mining communities
7
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Governmental /Non-Governmental Organisations
Assemblywomen, Assemblymen and opinion leaders
Volunteers of Wacam in the communities
Regulatory Agencies and state institutions such as the Commission on Human Rights
and Administrative Justice(CHRAJ)

Strategic priorities for 2011
 Community mobilisation and consolidation of community groups in mining
communities
 Training of Trainers Workshops for use of Wacam’s training manual
 Feasibility/Needs assessments in alternative livelihood ventures and establishment of
Sustainable Livelihood Network (SULNET )
 Reproduce copies of Wacam’s training Manual for communities
 Building database on affected mining communities
 Building a database on mining activists/volunteers and campaigns on community issues
and the ECOWAS Directive on Mining
 Youth Mentoring, Educational and Internship programmes
 Mobilise and strengthen oil and gas communities in Western region
 Research to develop a handbook on Compensation for mining and oil communities
 Share experiences on mining with CSO, oil and gas communities
 Sensitisation and Women’s Leadership Workshop for oil and mining communities
 Media and Communications strategy/Media engagement and sensitisation for oil and
mining advocacy
 Campaign on the
Free Prior and
Informed Consent
(FPIC) as a tool
for
decision
making in the
extractive sector
 Legal support
 Asetena
pa
Newsletter
/
Documentation
 Staff Meetings
 Monitoring and
Evaluation
Figure 3: School children from Donkro Nkwanta demonstrating to protect
their future from mining in their community
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ADMINISTRATION AND STRUCTURE

Gender Composition of
Executive Council Memebrs

Executive Council
Members Female

44%
56%

Executive Council
Members Male

Wacam has a nine-member
Executive Council (EC), which
is the governing body of the
organisation. The EC meets at
least once every quarter to take
important decisions that affect
the organisation. There are four
women and five men serving
on the Executive Council.
Seven of the members on the
Executive Council are from
affected mining communities.

Figure 4Gender composition of Executive Council members of Wacam

Wacam in the year under review instituted a Steering Committee made up of technical
people with knowledge in environment, law, Journalism, youth mobilisation, social work,
environmental science and advocacy especially at the community level. Wacam
strengthened its structures at the community and administrative levels for efficient work.
Wacam has five operational areas in four regions of Ghana namely, Western, Ashanti,
Brong Ahafo and Eastern Regions. The areas of operations are Tarkwa, Obuasi, Kenyase,
Nzema and Akyem areas. Wacam has Zonal Officers who are usually volunteers to coordinate the activities of the operational areas. Wacam has zoned its operational areas for
ease of work. With the extension of Wacam’s work to communities affected by the
operations of Ashanti Goldfields Company (AGC), now AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi Mine
(AGA) in the Obuasi Municipality of Ashanti Region and Akyem, Wacam appointed
officers to co-ordinate the work in Obuasi and Akyem. Volunteers from communities liaise
with officers in the zones to raise issues affecting the communities.
Wacam experienced drift in workforce when three permanent staff enrolled in universities to
pursue further trainings. One staff retired and another staff moved to the improved its staff
position in the year under review from seven permanent staff to eight. The Executive
Director is the Head of Administration assisted by the Deputy Executive Director in charge
of Programmes, Training and Research. The Accounts Officer manages the finances of the
organisation and doubles as the Administrative Assistant for the Tarkwa office. Assistant
Programmes Officers and a Programmes’ Assistant work closely with the volunteers in
charge of the zones.
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Wacam’s Organogram
Wacam implemented measures geared towards institutional capacity building and organisational
development. Wacam working with staff and Executive Council improved Wacam’s structures with
details as follows:

Wacam’s Structures

Executive Council

conference of Community
groups

Steering Committee

Women's Conference

Executive Director

Community Groups

Deputy Executive Director

Administrative Structure of Wacam
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Executive Director
Deputy Executive
Director
Programmes, Training
and Research

Legal And Human
Resource Department

Finance and
Administration

Programme Officers
Gender Desk

Volunteers

Programme Assistants
Community Mobilisation
Officers

Staff Situation and Professional Capacity
Wacam’s Human Resource base comprises part time officers, Staff on Contract and
volunteers/community activists. Wacam worked with a team made up of three managerial staff, four
senior staff, five junior staff, two interns from Trent University, seven part time workers and
volunteers in the year under review.
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Figure 5: Dump trucks going over an underpass constructed by Newmont Ahafo Mine for Awonsu communities near
Ntrotroso
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ACTIVITIES
Wacam had three different project partners to support its activities in 2011. These partners are
Oxfam America, CARE and DKA. In all, Wacam carried out the following activities in the
reporting term.
 Develop alternative livelihood options with communities
 Consolidate mining community organisations in Tarkwa and Obuasi areas
 Undertake skills development programmes for mining communities
 Develop core of media personnel to promote community voice.
 Campaign against mining in forest reserves with CSOs
 Citizens’- Government Engagement
 Community mobilisation and identification of community members for focused
sensitisation
 Community visits by media personnel for investigative journalism and building and
strengthening network of mining Journalists
 Development of Quarterly Newsletter of Wacam to promote mining advocacy
 Documentation of advocacy experiences in mining and sharing with CSOs on oil and
gas
 Education on the Minerals and Mining Law targeting CSOs and affected communities
for input into the on-going mining law reforms.
 Emergency support to victims of human rights abuses by mining companies
 Exchange programme for affected mining communities
 Expanding networks on mining to cover Faith Based organisations, youth groups and
Trade unions
 Information sharing with Civil Society groups, communities affected by mining, the
media and other state institutions on the Minerals and Mining Act and access to
information
 Organisational work and strengthening community groups and Wacam Structure
 Mining communities’ conference
 Research on the Environmental Impact Assessment process and effective participation
of affected mining communities in the EIA process and Validation
 Support Court Room Litigation of Mining Communities
 Using water report for Advocacy on the FPIC and the Polluter Pays Principle
 Women’s Section activities in the mining communities to sensitise communities on the
Gender Policy of Wacam and leadership workshop for women in project areas
 Workshop on right to clean environment, economic socio-cultural and political rights of
mining communities under surface mining
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Wacam intensified the sharing of experience in the year under review. Wacam improved its
engagement with state institutions such as the Minerals Commission, Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and Municipal/ District Assemblies on community problems and Policy issues in
the mining sector. Wacam’s advocacy led to corporate accountability, which contributed to the
close down of tailings facilities of some mining companies by EPA and payment of 7 million
Ghana Cedis by Newmont Ahafo mine as a fine for cyanide spillage. Wacam provided technical
support to the 160 people from Kenyase, Ntotroso and surrounding villages who instituted court
action against Newmont Ahafo mine in a Sunyani High Court for the discharge of faecal matter
into river Asuopre which served as their drinking water. Wacam and Centre for Environmental
Impact Analysis (CEIA) which undertook the water quality analysis were subpoenaed to the
High Court to offer technical information to the court. The court action instituted independently
by the community people based on Wacam’s advocacy and rights education shows how
communities are empowered to use the due process of law to redeem their rights.
Networking / Partnership
 Partnership with Oxfam America
Wacam/Oxfam America partnership has been on-going since 2003 initially as a project and
subsequently as a programme, which would end in 2013. Activities for the realisation of the
goal of strengthening Wacam’s advocacy objective of developing Community Groups as
focal points of grass root organisation to support campaigns and policy advocacy for
reforms in the mining sector that would ensure the protection of community rights as well as
increased benefits of mining to the host communities and Ghana.
The Wacam / Oxfam America collaboration helped in the sharing of Wacam’s mining
advocacy experience with Civil Society Organisations, Politicians, Faith-based groups and
communities in Ghana and the sub-region. For example, the experience sharing initiative
was helpful in the process that led to the development of the ECOWAS Directive for the
Harmonisation of Guiding Principles and Policies in the mining sector. Mining advocacy in
the country equipped mining communities and CSOs to identify the gaps in the Minerals
and Mining Acts of 1986 and 2006 which strengthened the need for mining law review in
the country. Government gazetted the ECOWAS Directive on mining in November 2010.
The ECOWAS Directive on mining contains important provisions such as Free Prior and
Informed Consent (FPIC) principle, establishment of No Go Zones in mining(including no
mining in forest reserves), the Polluter Pays Principle, Human rights protection, Corporate
Social Responsibility, Protection of Water bodies and others which are absent in Ghana’s
mining laws.
Wacam submitted proposals to the Constitutional Review Commission set up by
government of Ghana to review the constitution of Ghana. Wacam’s proposals to the
Commission included an amendment in the constitution of Ghana to prohibit mining in
forest reserves and to place the ownership of the minerals of Ghana in the people of Ghana
since sovereignty resides in the people of Ghana.
Wacam also submitted proposals for Mining Law review to the Minerals Commission.
Based on request from Oxfam America and communities affected by Limestone mining,
Wacam worked with communities such as Klo Begro on issues such as compensation
14
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problems, destruction of livelihood, dust pollution, blasting and cracking of buildings
including school buildings, noise pollution, diseases and poor consultation of contractors
mining limestone for GHACEM with local people among others.
In the period year under review, the following activities were undertaken to advance the goal
and objectives of the partnership;
 Organisational work in communities /strengthening of Community Groups
 Training of Trainers Workshops
 Workshop to sensitise mining communities, NGOs, Parliamentarians and the Media on
the ECOWAS Directive on Mining.
 Campaigns on community issues and the ECOWAS Directive on mining
 Women’s Section activities in the mining communities to sensitise communities on the
Gender Policy of Wacam
 Women’s Leadership Workshop
 Youth Mentoring, Educational and Internship programmes
 Using water report for Advocacy on the FPIC and the Polluter Pays Principle
 Media and Communications strategy/Media engagement and sensitization
 Extended advocacy work to communities affected by Limestone mining in Eastern and
Western Regions
 Experience sharing
 Legal support
 Asetenapa Newsletter
 Development of website
 Strengthening/Building Network of Communities affected by Mining
 Staff Meetings
 Monitoring and Evaluation
 Documentation
Wacam -DKA Partnership
Wacam DKA partnership has been running since 2005 and it is renewed every two years. In 2011,
the parties went into a three year partnership with the aim of merging economic empowerment and
advocacy in mining communities to influence policy changes that is beneficial to communities and
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the

country.
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Activities that Wacam carried out in 2011 with the target groups include the following:
 Identify 5 communities in the Obuasi and Tarkwa areas for livelihood interventions
 Undertake needs assessment of beneficiary communities in livelihood options in the
Obuasi area
 Workshop to validate Research on needs assessment
 Engagement between affected communities and Regulatory Agencies
 3-day Workshop for journalists in Obuasi, Accra and Tarkwa areas on community
human rights violations
 3- day Workshops on mining, loss of livelihood and community rights
 3-day training for assembly members in mining communities
 Sharing experiences with CSOs especially Faith Based Organisations such as the Justice
and Peace Commissions (JPC) of the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference
Wacam-CARE partnership
Wacam – Care Ghana partnership entered into a partnership in which both organisations agreed to
work in Forest, Natural Resource and local level governance, governance in the extractive sector,
policy advocacy and women’s empowerment.
As part of the benchmarks for realising the goal of the three year programme within the partnership,
Wacam and Care agreed to do the following intermediate objectives:
 Building of local capacities and supporting local communities to be able to engage duty
bearers and mining companies
 Be the foundation for advocacy at different levels; local, national and international and for
different causes
 Sensitise communities whose lands have been ceded to mining and oil companies to obtain
acceptable compensation or appreciable packages in relocation and resettlement pertaining
to mining and oil extraction
 Liaise with governmental and other agencies on issues of concern to mining and oil
communities
 Raise public awareness about issues on mining / oil, environment and livelihoods
 Collaborate with other groups and organisations with similar interest
Wacam carried out the following activities under CARE project;
 4-day Training of Trainers(TOT) for Wacam’s training manual for advocacy for mining
communities from Obuasi, Kenyase , Tarkwa and Akyem areas
 Quarterly zonal meetings of Wacam Community Groups
 Community visits and profile building
 2 - day stakeholders’ workshop for local leaders, CHRAJ, EPA, Minerals Commission,
Security Agencies, decentralised departments and media personnel in mining, oil and gas
areas on the limitations and strengths of the minerals and mining laws of Ghana.
 Rights education in communities in Obuasi and Tarkwa areas
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Networks
 Network of Mining Communities/CBOs
Wacam has been working with affected mining communities and Community Based
Organisations that work within its operational zones. The community people in 2005 came
together to present a common front on mining community advocacy issues. The aim of the
network is to strengthen solidarity among mining communities that are engaged in campaigns
against mining companies operating in their communities who are violating community rights.
In the year under review, the network of mining communities supported the struggles of the
Concerned Citizens of Prestea by joining a demonstration and press conference. The network
involves United Youth in Affected Mining Communities which operates in Ntotroso, Kenyase
No 1, Kenyase No 2, Gyedu and Wamahinso in Ahafo. Others include the Teberebie Concerned
Farmers Association, Concerned Citizens of Prestea, Voices for Tomorrow Foundation
(VOTOLEAF), Environmental Protection Advocacy Group (EPAG) of Akyem Saamang, Klo
Begro Farmers Association, Wacam Group of Akyem, Concerned Farmers of Dumase, Youth
and Concerned Citizens’ Group of Teleku-Bokazo and Anwia, Adansi Communities Affected
by Mining, Wacam Group of Kenyase, New Generation Concern and Youth for Action Ghana.
 National Coalition on Mining (NCOM)
Wacam is a founding member of the National Coalition on Mining (NCOM) and had
participated in its activities. Some of the activities that NCOM undertook in the course of the
term under review were:
 Press conference in solidarity with the Community members from Ahafo against
Newmont.
 A workshop to review the activities of 2010 and the organisation of the 10 th anniversary
of the coalition.
Brong Ahafo NGO Coalition (BANGO)
Wacam is a member of BANGO, which has the aim of supporting member NGOs in their
struggles as well as creating a platform for learning and sharing of experiences. Wacam
participated in all meetings held by BANGO during the year under review.
Western Regional NGO Coalition (WERENGO)
Wacam is a member of WERENGO and serves on the Steering committee. Wacam participated in
all activities of the network and has a staff serving as the focal person for the network.
Publish What You Pay (PWYP) Coalition
PWYP was formed to promote revenue transparency in the natural resources sector. Wacam has
been an active member of the coalition since its formation and has two of its staff serving as focal
persons for Ashanti and Western Regions. Wacam undertook the following activities under PWYP:
 Wacam hosted an Evaluation Workshop of PWYP in Obuasi. The meeting was aimed at
evaluating PWYP’s revenue tracking project. Some members of Wacam in Obuasi and
Tarkwa attended the workshop
 Three staff of Wacam participated in a Roundtable Meeting organised to discuss the draft
Ghana Petroleum Regulatory Authority Bill. A consultant contracted by PWYP to review
the Bill presented his findings. The Bill seeks to create a regulatory authority to exercise
oversight responsibility over the oil industry.
 About 10 members of Wacam in Obuasi attended a CSO Consultation on the Local Content
Policy Framework and Revenue Management Bill organised by ISODEC/PWYP in Kumasi.
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The workshop was addressed by the Ashanti Regional Minister, Hon. Kofi Opoku Manu.
Participants, after reviewing the Local Content Policy and Petroleum Revenue Management
Bill made suggestions for its amendment.
Wacam participated in a Citizens’ Forum on Oil and Gas organised by the Civil Society
Platform on Oil and Gas/PWYP in Accra. The forum was attended by both the Executive
Director and Deputy Executive Director.
Wacam participated in a Technical Roundtable meeting organised by PWYP to discuss the
Petroleum Revenue Management Bill in Accra
The Annual General Meeting of PWYP took place in Accra and Wacam participated in this
meeting.
Wacam staffs who were elected members of the steering committee of PWYP further
participated in all four Steering Committee meetings that were held in the year under
review.

Ghana Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (GEITI)
Wacam has been a member of the GEITI serves on the steering committee since September
2010 as one of the three CSO representatives. Wacam has participated in meetings and
workshops of the GEITI.
CICOL
The Civil Society Coalition on Land was formed to bring together all organisations working on
issues related to land. Wacam joined the coalition because of the over-arching significance of
land in its work.
Coalition Against Human Rights Abuses in Mining (CHRAM)
This coalition was formed in 2010 in response to reported cases of human rights abuses in
mining communities in the Obuasi area. Initiated by Projects Abroad, the coalition brings
together organisations like Wacam, Dialogue for Advocacy and Good Governance (DAGG) of
the Ghana Catholic Bishops Conference and Amnesty International. The formation of the
coalition was necessitated by extensive work done in Anwiam, a small mining community in
Obuasi where AngloGold Ashanti has been violating the community’s right to safe environment
and good health. Wacam effectively cooperated with Projects Abroad in all these engagements.
The CHRAM could not work effectively in the period under review which demands efforts for
the revival of the coalition.
Tax Justice Network, Ghana
Wacam is a member of Tax Justice Network, Ghana launched in May 2011 in Kumasi. Wacam has
one member who serves on the interim steering committee of the Tax Justice Network, Ghana.
Some of the activities undertook include the following;
 Drafting of the constitution for the network
 Workshop to review the constitution and launch the network
Partnership of Wacam and Justice and Peace Commission (JPC) of the Ghana Catholic
Church
The Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference developed partnership with Wacam for Wacam to share
its mining advocacy experience with the Justice and Peace Commissions of the Catholic Dioceses
in mining areas so that they can undertake advocacy to protect the rights of citizens.
19

Annual Report 2011 WACAM// HOK

National Peace Council
Wacam has collaborated and shared its mining advocacy experience with the National Peace
Council.
Advocacy and Campaigns
 Campaign against mining in Forest Reserves
In the year under review, Wacam intensified its campaign against mining in forest reserves
which it started some years ago. Working together with Youth for Action Ghana (YAG),
Wacam continued its campaign against mining in forest reserves in the year under review and
worked closely with local communities and the media on issues such as compensation and
negotiation.
Wacam and the Youth for Action Ghana worked on the campaign against mining in Ajenua
Bepo Forest Reserve by Newmont Ghana Gold Limited. The Newmont Akyem Project which is
expected to be in operation for 15 years when production starts will directly affect the livelihood
of major communities in Ntronang, Hweakwae, Adausena and Yayaso. The people of these
communities who are predominantly farmers will be affected by the loss of their farmlands
which they have depended on for ages, the displacement of the people from their indigenous
lands and the loss of biodiversity.
In order to create effective awareness of the effects of the proposed Newmont project, Wacam
mobilised communities such as Yayaso, Adausena, Ntronang and Hweakwae to create
awareness on the effects of mining in Ajenua Bepo forest reserve. Wacam and the Youth for
Action Ghana held joint campaigns on the Newmont Akyem mine.
Campaign against Illegal Mining operations by Foreigners
Wacam continued to raise national awareness on the challenges on the increasing activities of
illegal mining operations involving foreign nationals, especially Chinese citizens. Wacam attaches
great importance to this campaign because of the potential of the illegal operations of foreigners to
fuel violent conflicts in mining communities as well as the environmental and social consequences
of allowing the small scale sector to be dominated by foreigners. Our experience in building the
campaign shows that the illegal mining operations by foreigners have thrived because of a network
of Ghanaians including chiefs, security agents and other powerful local people who front for the
foreigners because the Minerals and Mining Act prevents foreigners from engaging in small scale
mining. Wacam had in the past collaborated with the Minerals Commission in addressing this
problem and the Ghanaian security had started arresting some of the illegal foreign miners
especially Chinese citizens.
Campaign Against Illegal Mining operations of Solar Mining Company
Solar Mining Company operates a small to medium scale mine on the fringes of Atewa Forest
Reserve in Akyem Abuakwa area without an environmental permit and the communities affected
include Akyem Abuakwa Juaso and Akyem Saamang. The complaints of the communities include
low compensation of about 2 Ghana Cedis for a cocoa tree, destruction of livelihood, diversion and
pollution of rivers, armed security who threaten the local communities, environmental destruction.
Wacam worked with the affected communities to build a campaign in addition to engagement with
EPA on the community problems resulting in the temporal suspension of the operations of the
company. The campaign is on-going.
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Campaign against surface mining in Donkro Nkwanta
The people of Donkro Nkwanta are predominantly food crop farmers who cultivate Maize,
Vegetables and Yams etc. The chief and people of Donkro Nkwanta are opposed to the intended
surface mining operations in the area and Wacam worked with the community to present a petition
to the Minister of Lands
and Natural Resources
against the surface mining
operations.
Wacam
educated the community
people on the Free Prior
and Informed Consent
(FPIC), which formed the
basis of the community
struggle against Newmont
Ahafo mine. The whole
community
including
schoolchildren engaged in
demonstration
against
Newmont officials, the
paramount chief of the
area and state officials
came
to
the
Figure 6: People of Donkro Nkwanta demonstrating against Newmont officials and some who
traditional leaders who came to their community with the view of discussing mining with community to convince
them
the people accept the
proposal of Newmont to mine in the area. The sustained struggle of the Donkro-Nkwanta
community compelled Newmont to make a statement that it would not impose the mine on the
people and until the community agreed to their proposal, the company cannot mine in the area.
Through struggle, the people of Donkro-Nkwanta community have asserted their right to remain
farmers.
Engagement with companies and government institutions
 The communities in Obuasi and Wacam’s official in Obuasi had engagements with
AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi mine on the community problems. The Municipal Chief
Executive (MCE) of Obuasi was involved in the engagements. Present at the meeting were
the District Chief Executive (DCE) of Amansie Central District, Wacam official, the District
Police Commander and some Assembly members to discuss the problems of the mining
communities. The officials of the company expressed the company’s commitment to address
the problems. The campaigns and engagements of Wacam with AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi
mine had compelled the company to construct a road for the Anwiam community.
AngloGold Ashanti renewed its commitment to the dialogue process to address the human
rights and environmental problems of communities in the Obuasi area and meetings were
held in the regard.
 The Executive Director of Wacam had meetings with the Director of Mining of EPA to
discuss issues related to water quality problems of communities in Dumase and Kenyase
areas.
Youth and Students’ Programme
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Wacam gave presentations to 19 students on the impact of mining on community
livelihood and environment.
Presentation to 20 students and 3 lecturers on the CARE program.
Presentation on corporate social responsibility to M.Phil. and doctorate students of NGO
management and community development of University of Cape Coast
Presentation on mining to 20 students of New York University.

Women’s Group
The Leadership of the Women’s Section of Wacam organised meetings in mining communities to
discuss the special problems
of women in mining
communities
and
the
Gender Policy of Wacam.
The team visited Prestea,
Bondai,
Dumase
and
Badukrom
Litigation/Court Cases /
Settlement
The case on compensation
against AngloGold Ashanti
Iduapriem
mine
by
Teberebie
Concerned
Farmers Association, the
case against Newmont
Ahafo mine in the High
Court of Sunyani on the
disposal of faecal matter into river Figure 7: Wacam, CEPIL family members of Mr Baidoo and
Asuopre by people in Ntotroso and AngloGold discussing the negotiation package of Mr Baidoo
Kenyase and the injunction order restraining Newmont from doing any activity in the resettlement
land at Hweakwae.
 Wacam, Mr Anthony Baidoo, the family of Mr Baidoo, CEPIL and AngloGold negotiated a
compensation package for Mr Baidoo for sustaining gunshot wounds from the Military acting
on behalf of AngloGold in 2006.
 Wacam, Mr Anthony Baidoo, the family of Mr Baidoo, CEPIL and AngloGold negotiated a
compensation package for Mr Baidoo for sustaining gunshot wounds from the Military acting
on behalf of AngloGold in 2006
 Members of Teberebie Concern Farmers Association are very confident that come May 9th
which happens to be the Judgement day, the court ruled in their favour. AngloGold
 With the judgement of the Teberebie Concerned Farmers Association case and a negotiation
process initiated by Wacam, communities affected by AngloGold Ashanti, CEPIL and
AngloGold, the company has asked that the writ filed by CEPIL on behalf of Mr James Sarpong
be part of the cases that the parties will negotiate out of Court.
 In Dumase, Golden Star Resources is in the process of process of paying GHC 1000 each for
the victims of 2006 cyanide spillage. The case is yet to be settled
 Also in Dumase Dei Nkrumah and 44 others and the Paramount chief of Wassa Amenfi
Traditional Area have jointly instituted a legal suit against Golden Star Resources for
deprivation of land without compensation. The case is pending in Court.
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1.1.
Media Strategy And Encounter
A few of the media encounter has been listed below:
Date
5th January

27th and 28th
January

31st January
1st February
2nd February
6th February
18th February
23rd February
4th March
7th March
24th March
23

Event
Tony of Bonyere was interviewed on Joy FM to commend on the publication in
Daily Graphic that government had resolved on the problems of the communities
to be affected by the establishment of the gas plant. Tony denied that and said
compensation had not been paid.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed by GBC radio to comment the
statements of Joyce Aryee that is government must set up a fund for community
development. Mr Owusu-Koranteng commented that the CSO of the chamber of
mines was hypocritical and diversionary because the companies were violating
the rights of communities and pay little to government.
Five journalists undertaking a course in Accra on “Reporting on Extractives”
sponsored by Revenue Watch International undertook a two day visit to mining
communities in Obuasi. The journalists, made up of two Ghanaians, two
Ugandans and one Briton were exposed to the appalling conditions under which
residents of mining communities live. They also met the Obuasi Municipal Chief
Executive who publicly praised Wacam for its pioneering role in empowering
mining communities to deal with their problems.
The National Convenor of Publish What You Pay (PWYP-Ghana), Dr. Steve
Manteaw and the Communications/M&E Officer participated in two separate
interview sessions on Shaft FM. The interviews centred on how revenue
transparency in the extractive sector can be used to deal with poverty in mining
communities. Listeners who phoned in supported the call for transparency in the
utilisation of mineral revenue.
31st January Publication in the Enquirer and Ghanaian Chronicle that AngloGold
Ashanti had won the Public Eye Global Award. John Owusu of AGA tells Fred
of a personal relationship with Sherry.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on the public Eye Award on Space
FM in Tarkwa
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on Choice Fm on the Public Eye
Award.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on NET 2 TV on the Public Eye
Award.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed by Journalists for Human Rights
on Akyem and Golden Star Resources.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on Joy FM and Boss FM on the
press conference on the Public Eye award.
Peace FM reported on the EITI conference in Paris and quoted Mrs Hannah
Owusu-Koranteng (Associate Executive Director) on the importance of
transparency and responsible mining
The Executive Director was interviewed on Hot FM on the need for government
to stop mining in forest reserves.
The Executive Director was interviewed on KYZZ FM in Tarkoradi on the effect
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9th April
10th May
11th May
24th May
8th June

9th June

11th June

14th June
15th June
17th June
15th August
17th to 19th
August
10th October
17th October
19th to 20th
24

of oil exploitation on women.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed by the Trades Union Congress
Public Affairs Officer on illegal mining operators and its effects.
The Executive Director of Wacam granted interview to Peace FM on effects of
the effects of mining on water bodies.
Hosted on Unique FM to discuss the statement by the Ghana Chambers of Mines
that government showed increase mineral royalty of mining communities by
30%.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on illegal mining operations of
Chinese by France 24, a TV station in France.
The Executive Director(ED) gave an education on compensation on Adehye FM
of Bibiani to sensitize the Bibiani people who were negotiating compensation
with Noble mining. Some of the affected farmers of Bibiani contacted ED for
more information on compensation as a result of the education on Adehye FM.
Wacam supported the people of Anwiam for television coverage for the
devastation caused to the settlement by heavy floods. Two television stations,
TV3 and TV Africa provided the coverage. Kapital Radio, a Kumasi-based radio
station also aired the news about the devastation. They called a community
representative to comment on the problem but the company’s representative
declined the interview. The Anwiam problem was once again highlighted at the
national level through the media. The community also decided to give an
ultimatum to the company to resettle them or they would embark on a
demonstration.
The Communication/M&E Officer participated in a live, one-hour radio
discussion programme on Kapital Radio in Kumasi to discuss Community Right
to Land in Mining Areas. Listeners were educated on the various forms of land
ownership in the country, access to land by indigenous people, conflicts over land
caused by multinational mining operations, mineral royalties and accountability
in the utilisation of mineral revenue. Callers to the programme stressed the need
for chiefs to be accountable to their subjects for all sales of stool lands.
Mr Daniel Owusu-Koranteng was interviewed on Top FM, Great FM, Radio
Gold and Angel FM on the victims support programme of Wacam
Wacam was hosted on the Drive Time show on Unique FM to discuss the ITTO
report which states Ghana comes after Togo and Nigeria in the rate of
deforestation.
Public hearing for Saamang community. Wacam supported Journalists from
Enquirer and Peace FM to cover the Public hearing.
The Deputy Executive Director with a team of journalists visited Donkro
Nkwanta to discuss their issue of no mining in their community and to create a
platform for community engagement with the media.
Wacam organised a workshop for Akyem communities and journalists in Eastern
region in Koforidua.
The executive Director was hosted on Peace FM Kokroko programmes to discuss
mining in Ghana
A panel discussion on mining involving the Executive Director, EPA, Ghana
Chamber of Mines to discuss mining in Ghana on Peace FM Kokroko.
Wacam working with Oxfam America organised a workshop for 45 media
personnel in Accra on the theme “Avoiding the resource curse, the role of the
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10th to 15th
November
13th December

25

media
A team from CNN came to film the life of the Executive Director
The Executive Director was on E-TV to discuss mining effects on communities in
Ghana
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Achievements on Activities
ACTIVITIES
1. Strengthen structures
of mining
communities groups

INDICATORS TO ASSESS
PROGRESS
By the end of grant at least
50 persons trained to
understand the mining impact
and seek redress for their
rights

2. Training of Trainers
Workshops for use
of Wacam’s training
manual

By end of grant at least 10
training of trainers, trained to
conduct themselves training
sessions in their communities

3. Pilot Budget tracking
in mining
communities at
Tarkwa Municipal
Assembly

Baseline for budget tracking
in Tarkwa as a basis for
further work in other mining
oil and gas assemblies

0
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PROGRESS MADE
Wacam worked with 36 communities from Obuasi, Tarkwa, Kenyasi, Akyem,
Coastal communities in Nzema and Klo Begro areas. 19 out of the 36
communities have structures with local leadership while the rest were new
communities who sought advice from Wacam on specific issues of violations. In
the training workshops of Wacam under the Oxfam programme, 96 people were
trained and are leading their community struggles in many ways. In addition to
the organised trainings within a workshop setting, Wacam had 24 community
visits in which the organisation reached out to about 847 people.
Wacam organised the TOT workshop for Wacam group leaders in Obuasi,
Tarkwa, Kenyase, Nzema and Akyem zones. Wacam selected also participants
from new areas like Klo Begro, Saaman. The workshop trained 45 community
people. Wacam supplied the participants with copies of the Training manual for
community mobilisation and localised training of community members. The
trained activists led communities’ struggles in Maase Nsuta, Donkro Nkwanta,
Klo Begoro, Grumesa and Saaman in their struggle to protect their properties
and demand fair compensations if mining is to locate in their communities.
The activity faced many challenges in that the Municipal Chief Executive (MCE)
of the Tarkwa-Nsuaem Municipal Assembly claims the Assembly is already
working with USAID on a similar budget tracking project and thought that
another budget-tracking project with SEND/Wacam would be duplication. The
Executive Director of Wacam had two meetings with the MCE of TarkwaNsuaem Municipal Assembly and the Co-ordinating Director and the conclusion
was that since SEND-Ghana was familiar with the USAID project, it would be
necessary for SEND to explain the difference in the two budget tracking projects
to the MCE and his Co-ordinating Director. SEND-Ghana and the Executive
Director had made unsuccessful attempts to speak to the MCE and the Coordinating Director on the telephone. Wacam proposed to SEND-Ghana to
contact the Ministry of Local Government for a letter that would request the
MCE of Tarkwa-Nsuaem to collaborate with Wacam and SEND-Ghana for the
implementation of the project. When we started facing the challenges with the
MCE of Tarkwa-Nsuaem, Wacam proposed to SEND-Ghana for a change of
the project location from Tarkwa to Obuasi Municipal Assembly but SEND did
not agree to this. Wacam and SEND are yet to meet to review the situation but

4. Using ECOWAS
Directives to push
for mining law
reforms in Ghana

Number of allies in the
Ghanaian government and
parliament who favour the
ECOWAS mining directive

5. Mobilise and
strengthen oil and
gas communities
especially women in
Western region
6. Wacam, communities
affected by AGA,
CEPIL and
AngloGold dialogue
process

Number of women leaders
engagement and participation
in decision making

1

Attempts made and
significant progress in
dialogue
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there was information that SEND-Ghana has contacted Friends of the Nation
(FON) to explore the possibility of FON carrying out the project in the TarkwaNsuaem Municipal Assembly without resources to Wacam. A decision is yet to
be made.
Ghana government gazetted the ECOWAS directive on the harmonisation of
guiding principles and policies in the mining sector in November 2010 which
gave a lot of support for community right of consent as stated in Article 16 (3) of
the directives as follows:
Companies are enjoined to obtain the free, prior, and informed consent of local
communities before exploration begins and prior to each subsequent phase of
mining and post-mining operations.
Based on this provision, Wacam is working with communities in Donkro
Nkwanta and Mehame in Brong Ahafo region; Maase Nsuta and Grumesa in
the Western region, Saaman and Yayaso in the Eastern region engaged with
companies on the right to determine their preference for mining or other
livelihoods. Based on the understanding of the FPIC, the above named
communities are resisting mining projects in their communities. The struggles
are on-going.
During the period under review, the following communities in the Western
region, which could be affected by Ghana’s oil find, were visited. Wacam
worked with eleven communities namely Ndum Suazo, Nawule Junction, BokoKoleh, Takinta, Bonyere, Ebouzo, Old Kabenla Suazo, Apain, Azulenuehu,
Busua and Cape three Points Detail report is attached as Appendix 1
Wacam is working with communities in Obuasi area that are affected by the
operations of AGA based on Article 16 (4) of the ECOWAS Directives which
states:
Companies are enjoined to maintain consultations and negotiations on
important decisions affecting local communities throughout the mining cycle.
The dialogue has a history dating 2003 and has had many challenges due to
the AGA’s attitude. Wacam in 2011 nominated AGA for the Public Eye Award
and the company won the Public Eye People’s Award. Wacam followed up by
exposing AGA’s human rights abuses in a ceremony where Wacam provided
financial support to the victims of AGA’s human rights abuses under the Victims
Support Programme of Wacam. Wacam scaled up the advocacy that named
and shamed AGA after it had won the shaming Public Eye Award. Because of
the pressure of the advocacy, the AGA management decided to resume the
dialogue process, which so far is running very well. In the year under review,

7.

Share experiences
and using the EITI
principles to demand
accountability from
duty bearers on
extractives with CSO,
mining, oil and gas
communities

2

Number of youth mentored emerging as leaders in their
communities; Number of
internships received by
Wacam
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five meetings were held and the major outcome of the meetings were as
follows:
 Agreement on the TOR for the dialogue
 Realigned and agreed on issues that AGA had agreed to put to rest by
paying a negotiated compensation to the victims and the appointment of a
mediator to handle the negotiation.
 Agreed on the TOR of the Mediator.
 The Joint Committee agreed that considering the urgency required of
Awudu Mohammed’s case with respect to his health status, it was
necessary to discuss his case since he needed to undertake a 5th operation.
The committee agreed that AGA should pick his medical bills including
those previously incurred by him before negotiating compensation for him
after he had fully recovered. The team visited him to assess the extent of
his predicament as of October 2011 after the shooting on 2005
The dialogue is in progress and will continue in 2012.
 The Deputy Executive Director made presentations on the mining advocacy
of Wacam at several universities in key US cities including Washington DC,
New York, Boston and Chicago. There were meetings with gender experts
and key policy targets including the World Bank to share experiences on
Wacam’s work in Ghana and at the EITI International Board.
 Peace FM reported on the 5th EITI Board meeting in Paris and an interview
that the Deputy Executive Director of Wacam granted to international press
on her vision for the EITI which is to work to advance the course of
humanity by ensuring that human development and community rights
become the pivot for mineral exploitation.
 The Deputy Director in the spirit of sharing Ghana’s experience of the EITI
hosted a delegation from CISLAC from Nigeria PWYP, media and CSO
organisations. As part of the activities, the team visited and interacted with
Ghana EITI Secretariat, CEPIL and the Minerals Commission. The activities
were crowned with a workshop to share experiences with CSOs of Ghana in
which the Deputy Executive Director gave a presentation on mining and
community experiences in Ghana.
 The Executive Director gave a presentation on mining and its effects to 20
students from New York University. In the presentation, he elaborated on
the need for transparency not only in financial payment but for transparency
along the value chain to ensure that owners of natural resources benefit
from the resource.

8. Support the Deputy
Director’s activity in
EITI work at the
national and
International levels

Effective and vibrant linkages
developed with CSO and
stakeholders at national and
international levels









9. Sensitisation and
Women’s
Leadership
Workshop for oil
and mining
communities
10. Media and
Communications
strategy/Media
engagement and
sensitisation for oil
and mining
advocacy

3

Number of training sessions
and women participation




Number of publications and
investigative journalism Number of TV programmes
organised
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The Deputy Executive Director was in the United State to be part of Oxfam
America Fall Speakers Tour 2011: Indigenous and Rural Women
responding to the impacts of oil and mining operations”. The tour was an
opportunity to raise awareness in the US about the various challenges
indigenous and rural women living near an extractive operations are
currently facing.
The Deputy Executive Director mobilised community people in the Tarkwa
and Prestea area as well as the Obuasi and Kenyasi areas for EITI Forum
for mining communities, Assembly members, chiefs and the public. In all
about 400 community people participated in the forum and the outcome was
that the GEITI should ensure mining companies address environmental
problems especially water pollution instead of just concentrating on revenue
transparency
The Deputy Executive Director also participated in PWYP activities in the
country and outside the country at the African and International levels. She
had meetings with the International Secretariat, the CSO group of the EITI
International to develop strategy of work on the EITI Board.
The Deputy Executive Director is working on two committees of the EITI
Board – Validation and Rapid response committees and has been involved
in teleconferences and physical meetings of the two committees to promote
the work of CSOs on the EITI Board
Wacam organised one training session for women in oil and mining
communities with 45 community people participating. Out of the number, 35
were women leaders and women participants.
Wacam organised a conference of community groups with support from
Care Ghana and Oxfam America

14 print media published over hundred stories on Wacam’s activities
The Executive Director and the Deputy were hosted on a number of local
and international television and radio stations to talk about mining and its
effects on the communities, the economy of Ghana and the environment.
Discussions also focused on socio-cultural costs of mining in Ghana.
 Journalists carried out investigative reports in the following communities
o Struggles of Saaman community to prevent illegal and legal mining
activities in their community by using the FPIC emanating from the
ECOWAS Directive which Ghana Government gazetted in November

2010
Klo Begoro community established links with Rite FM who were
supported to investigate community struggles against illegal mining and
intimidation of community activists by security personnel.
o Wacam linked journalists in some mining communities who are involved
in various struggles to protect their rights to livelihoods and environment.
The communities include - Bonyire, Donkro- Nkwanta, Dumase, Maase
Nsuta, Saaman and Grumesa
Wacam in the year under review supported Ntotroso, Yayaso, Teberebie,
Dumase and Saaman communities in Court over cases of human rights
abuses.
Wacam published a 20- page newsletter on Wacam’s activities in
communities and at the national level
Wacam contributed five articles to the Oxfam newsletter
Wacam organised ten staff meetings in 2011 to discuss strategies of work,
reports and roles of the staff.
Wacam also organised three Executive Council Meetings to advise the
Wacam Administration on broad strategic areas of work.
The two-day quarterly / mining community groups’ conference began from
3rd December and ended on the 5th of December 2011. The conference
was jointly supported by Oxfam America and Care Ghana. In all, 45
participants from all Wacam community zones participated in the
conference. Also present were the members of the Executive Council, Staff
and Women’s Desk of Wacam. The quarterly meeting / conference
reviewed and adopted the following documents of Wacam:
o The Constitution of Wacam
o The Gender Policy of Wacam and
o The Financial and Administrative manual of Wacam
Wacam reported on its operations to all its partners and also did a
composite report that it shared with all partners
Wacam documented newspaper reports on mining activities and struggles
in Ghana for year 2011
Wacam developed the following video documentaries in the year under
review
o Mining the Dead and forest reserves in Ghana
o One spillage different stories
o

11. Legal support

Number of community people
seeking redress in court



12. Asetenapa
Newsletter

Accuracy of the website



13. Staff Meetings /
Quarterly meetings

Conscious staff delivering to
desired objectives






14. Documentation

Documents shared with
partners and CSOs





4
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Figure 8: Wacam and Oxfam America visit to Damso communities affected by Newmont Ahafo Mine

0
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OBSERVATIONS AND LESSONS
Observations
There is growing awareness in the country on the cost and benefits of mining and citizens are using
the gold mining situation as reference in the oil and gas discussion. Community empowerment and
media sensitisation through rights education had challenged the lobbying strength of the mining
industry .However the increasing gold price which had crossed the $1,600 per ounce is attracting
mining investment and there are indications that more of our protected forests would be destroyed
to pave way for gold mining if advocacy is not scaled up. Moreover, illegal mining operations by
foreigners especially Chinese, Burkinabes and people Niger had been on the increase.






Good lessons
Wacam had campaigned on the shooting of Anthony Baidoo by the military acting on behalf
of AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem mine. The campaign compelled the company to negotiate
compensation for Anthony Baidoo with Wacam.
The election of 10 Wacam/Community Activists as District Assembly members shows that
investment in capacity building and empowerment of vulnerable people through rights
education could create leaders at the grass root level who can participate effectively in
decision making at the grass root.
The construction of the Anwiam road by AngloGold Ashanti indicates that rights based
advocacy can translate into infrastructural development.
The case on the disposal of faecal matter into river Asuopre instituted against Newmont
Ahafo mine by people from Ntotroso and Kenyase based on the research and the video
documentary of Wacam on the faecal disposal shows the importance of technical
information to provide the basis for community people to redeem their rights especially in
cases that involve environmental justice.

1
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Calendar of Events
Date
Event
th
5 January
A representative of Bonyere community was interviewed on GBC
2011
radio and Joy FM to comment on the publication in Daily Graphic that
government has resolved all the concerns of the community to
commence the establishment of the gas plant in the area.

11th January
2011
13th January,
2011

19th-20th
January
24th January

26th January

0

The executive Director of Wacam was interviewed on GBC radio to
comment on a statement by Ms Joyce Aryee the CEO of the Chamber
of Mines that government must set up a development fund by
increasing the quantum of royalty paid to communities by 30%.
Wacam’s position is that the government should rather increase
royalty by 10%
Wacam was represented in a court case at Sunyani High Court. The
purpose to provide evidence and served as witness for community
members whose source of water from River Asuapre was polluted
with faecal matter by NGGL.
The zonal officer, Adusah Yakubu, visited the community to interact
with the community members. The community members requested for
petition to be presented to the Minister of Environment. Wacam
assisted the community members to write the petition and it has since
been presented to the minister.
Four Wacam officials participated in G-RAP’s just ended RAO
convention 2010 at Alisah hotel. Wacam mounted a photo exhibition
stand to showcase some of the activities it undertook during the
reviewed year.
The Executive Director Wacam and other NGO had a sharing meeting
organised by Care Ghana with 19 philanthropies.
The Deputy Director of Wacam participated in a Gender workshop
organised by Care from 24th to 27th January 2011
Wacam attended a round table discussion at the EIA on the topic
decoupling the Office of the Attorney General and that of the Ministry
of Justice. Prof Ken Attafuah presented a paper on the topic which
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Remarks

Government increased royalty to 5% and the
Chamber is involved in a campaign to maintain the
3% royalty that companies like Newmont and
AngloGold is paying because of the development
and stability agreements sighed with government

28th January

31st January
2011
1st February

was followed by a discussion. Present were people from all the
political parties, Attorney Generals department, economic analyst and
some NGOs
The Executive Director participated in a Public Eye Award in Davos
Switzerland where the organisers announced AngloGold Ashanti as
the winner of Public Eye Global Award. AngloGold thus became the
most irresponsible corporate body for 2011.
The shaming Public Eye Award of AngloGold Ashanti was published
in the Ghanaian Chronicle and Enquirer.
The Executive Director of Wacam made a presentation on the
negative effects of mining at the CSO pre-consultative meeting for the
World Social Forum held in Accra.

Since the award and other naming and shaming
activities carried out by Wacam, AngloGold agreed
to negotiate with Wacam, communities and CEPIL
to resolve community legacy problems created by
the company

The Executive Director was interviewed by Space FM in Obuasi on
the Public Eye Award of AngloGold Ashanti

3rd February

6th February
10th February
15th February
16th February

1

Today newspaper published the public eye award to AngloGold
Ashanti
The Oxfam American Working group had a meeting in ISODEC’s
office on developing strategies of work for Oxfam Partners.
Activists in Prestea teamed up with the people of Maase Nsuta to
undertake communal labour to repair the Prestea Maase road as a way
of preventing a public hearing by EPA on the extension of the second
phase of the operations of Golden Star Resources to be held that day.
As part of the campaign on the Public Eye Award, the executive
Director was interviewed on Net 2 TV
The Executive Director and the Deputy gave a presentation in Tarkwa
to 20 student and 3 lecturers to the Semester at Sea
There was a hearing at the Tarkwa High Court on the Teberebie case
against AngloGold Ashanti
The Deputy Executive Director shared experience with consultant
developing the Kasa Phase 2 – a support programme for CSO in
Ghana
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Through this strategy, the community succeeded in
disrupting the public hearing

17th February
18th February

The Deputy Executive Director had a meeting with Ms Cindy Croom
of the World Bank Institute on the monitoring of contracts in oil and
mining sector
Wacam granted an interview to Journalist on Human Right on the
Akyem and Golden Star Resource operations.
2nd meeting of Oxfam America Partners

20th February
21st – 22nd
February
22nd February
23rd February

24th February

28th February

2

Hon. Edward Ennin, the MP for Obuasi and some Chiefs in the
AngloGold catchment area organised a press conference to attack
Wacam for nominating AngloGold Ashanti for the Public Eye Award
Hon. Edward Ennin, the MP for Obuasi said on Hello FM in Kumasi
that he was giving Wacam ten days to withdraw the nomination of
AngloGold Ashanti from the Public Eye Award
Wacam participated in an Oxfam meeting under the proposed SMS to
develop country strategy for Ghana
The Executive Director was interviewed on Hot FM with Hon.
Edward Ennin, the MP for Obuasi on the press conference organised
in Obuasi against Wacam on 18th February
The Concerned Citizens of Prestea organised a press conference in
Prestea to react to the press conference organised by Hon. Edward
Ennin, the MP for Obuasi against Wacam on 18th February.
The Executive Director of Wacam was interviewed by Joy and Boss
FM on the press conference organised by Hon. Edward Ennin, the
MP for Obuasi against Wacam on 18th February
The Minerals Commissions under the Natural Resource and
Environmental Governance (NREG) programme organised a one day
workshop for regulators, Ghana Revenue Authority Security
Agencies, Public Service workers and CSO groups to discuss
Wacam’s comments for the review of the Minerals and Mining Act
2006, Act 703,
Wacam participated in a conference organised by the Constitutional
Review Commission to discuss the draft report of the commission
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The CEO of the Minerals Commission Mr Ben
Aryee commended Wacam as the only organisation
that has presented comments on the Minerals and
Mining Act 2006, Act 703.

Wacam had made a submission to the committee on
the ownership of mineral resource and no mining in

forest reserve.
1st March
4th March

7th March
8th - 9th
March
18th March
2oth March

21st - 22nd
March

22nd March
23rd March
3

The Deputy Executive Director attended the 5th EITI International
Conference held in Paris where she became a member of the
international Board
Peace FM reported on the 5th EITI and an interview that the Deputy
Executive Director of Wacam granted to international press on her
vision for the EITI which is to work to advance the course of
humanity by ensuring that human development and community rights
become the pivot for mineral exploitation.
The Executive Director of Wacam was interviewed on Hot FM on
Wacam’s proposal to the Constitutional Review Committee on
Mineral Ownership Rights and No Mining in Forest Reserve
Care Ghana organised a workshop on annual programme performance
review of the forest and natural resource programme for Care Ghana
Partners
The people of Saaman demonstrated against activities of Solar Mining
which they see as illegal
Tarkwa Banso, Wassa Enyinase, Bonsawire, Badukrom,
Wankarakrom, Teberebie, Prestea, Bondai, and Twigya communities
raise the issue of Compensation, and Litigation. Farmers Association
of Tarkwa Banso, Wassa Enyinase, Bonsawire and Wassa Agona have
documented their own compensation as per what the minerals and
mining act stipulates on compensation and presented to Ghana
Manganese Company for discussion.
A group of Military, Police and Security of Solar evaded Saaman from
2050 GMT of 21st to 01.00GMT and arrested eleven community
people including two minors and the Assembly man Mr Gyeatuo
Kyenkyenku for an undefined offence. Wacam received distress calls
on the attack throughout the night. Wacam organised a media
advocacy which got the activists released on the morning of 22nd
March.
The Executive Director gave a lecture at University of Cape Coast to
M.Phil. and Doctorate students on Corporate Social Responsibility
Ghanaian Times published a report of Reuters that some Ghanaians
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At the discussion table the company asked the
farmers to give them time to study. Officials of the
company have indicated to the farmers that the
rates are too high. Community people are using the
knowledge gained in sensitisation on the Minerals
and Mining Act 2006, Act 703 to redeem their
rights. The issues are still pending.
The arrest was related to the demonstration
organised by the community against Solar Mining
on the 18th march

Wacam has had a campaign against the illegal

including Chiefs were fronting for Chinese to undertake illegal mining
operations in Ghana in some communities in the Western Region of
Ghana. The Reuters report quoted the Executive Director of Wacam as
confirming the roles of some traditional rulers in fronting for
foreigners to undertake illegal mining operations in Ghana

23rd March

24th March
April 3th – 5th
5th April
9th April
11th April
12th - 14th
April
13th April
14th April
15th April
4

Assistant programmes officer of Wacam participated in a round table
discussion on waste management at Erata hotel, East Legon. The
meeting was organised by Centre for Environmental Impact Analysis
and IWWA
The Deputy Executive Director granted an interview to KYZZ FM in
Takoradi on the effects of oil extraction on women
Wacam’s Programmes Assistant in Tarkwa accompanied student of
University of Texas Law School around Tarkwa Dumase and Prestea
mining communities to document mining legacies
Wacam participated in a workshop on EPA engagements with CSOs
under the NREG programme
The Executive Director shared experiences on mining with the Ghana
Trades Union Congress (GTUC) Public Affairs Officer in a bid to
sensitise the GTUC.
Wacam participated in the launching of report on Ghana’s oil boom –
a readiness report card published by PWYP Ghana, CSO Platform on
oil and gas and Oxfam America in Accra.
The Deputy Executive Director participated in an Afrik-Hub training
on oil and gas at GIMPA Ghana
The Executive Director and activists from Saaman including the
Assemblyman had a meeting with EPA Director of Mining on the
regular attacks by combined security agencies on the community.
Wacam organised a meeting between Dialogue for Advocacy and
Good Governance (DAGG) and DKA Austria on developing strategy
of work for activities with Faith Based Organisations.
Wacam organised an Executive Council meeting in Tarkwa
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mining operations of foreigners and had worked
with the Minerals Commission by providing
information to the Commission on the illegal
mining operations of foreigners. The information
helped the Minerals Commission and the Task
Force set up for that purpose to arrest some Chinese
undertaking illegal mining operations in the
Western Region.

The students gave a copy of the report on the visit
to Government’s agencies

The EPA Director asked the Saaman community to
present an update on the attacks which they did

15th 17th April

18th April
19th April

Visit to Teberebie, Dumase, Prestea, Obuasi, Akatekyieso
communities with DKA representative Mr Daniel Bacher. They also
paid a courtesy call on the Obuasi Municipal Chief Executive, Hon.
John Alexander Ackon and met some members of the Justice and
Peace Commission of the Obuasi Diocese of the Catholic Church in
the community struggles with mining companies
A communication team of Oxfam America and Wacam visited
Tarkwa Banso
Wacam, Mr Anthony Baidoo, the family of Mr Baidoo, CEPIL and
AngloGold negotiated a compensation package for Mr Baidoo for
sustaining gunshot wounds from the Military acting on behalf of
AngloGold in 2006
The Monitoring and Evaluation Officer for Wacam Mr Richard
Ellimah shared experience with National Bound for Small Scale
Industry (NBSSI)

The company took care of his medical bills over the
period that he was sick to the period of the
negotiations. The negotiated package included
GH₵62,000.00 (US$43,000) in addition to
educational support for his only child up to the
tertiary level.

Oxfam America Communication Team and the Deputy Executive
Director met the people of Prestea and Dumase to document
experiences of Wacam

26th April

27th April

5

Wacam staff participated in a round table discussion with Institute of
Economic Affairs (IEA) on the topic towards long-term national
development plan for sustainable development
The Deputy Director of Wacam participated in GEITI meeting
organised in Sunyani
The Deputy Executive Director had a meeting with community
activists affected by the Newmont cyanide spillage to develop
strategies for consultation with affect communities for the use of the
compensation paid to the communities by Newmont.
Wacam activists participated in a public education on EITI organised
by GEITI secretariat to create awareness on the activities of GEITI
and disclose payments made to government by mining companies to
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Community people said they wanted GEITI not
only to disclose payments made by companies but
how EITI will address the environmental, social

the communities
Wacam, six representatives from the Newmont Akyem project and
CEPIL had a meeting to discuss the outstanding community concerns
and develop strategy of work in the Akyem project
The executive Director granted interview to Peace FM on the effects
of mining on water bodies.
Unique FM hosted the Executive Director to discuss the advocacy
statement of the Ghana Chamber of Mines for government to increase
the quantum of money that government sends to communities and
District Assemblies

9th May
10th May
11th May

21st May
23rd May

24th May
4th June
6th-10th June
7th June
8th June

Wacam organised an Annual Internal Reflection (AIR) meeting for
Oxfam America and its partners within the West Coast from 11th to
14th May
The programme officer for oil and gas attended GHEITI round table
discussion on Ghana’s oil and gas at Dodowa
An official of Wacam participated in the Tax Justice Meeting held at
Royal Lamerta Hotel in Kumasi to launch the Tax Justice Network
Ghana and also to make recommendation on the collection and use of
tax revenues.
The Executive Director granted an interview to France 24 on illegal
mining activities carried out by Chinese and other foreign nationals in
Ghana.
The researchers working on a Wacam research supported by Oxfam
America organised a validation workshop on the on community
participation in the EIA process
The Deputy Executive Director participated in an EITI meeting in
Amsterdam
Wacam participated in a one day workshop on natural resource and
capital flight organised by IBIS
The Executive Director gave a presentation on mining and its effects
to 20 students from New York University
The Executive Director gave education on compensation on Adeshie

6
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and economic problems of mining communities

9th June

13th June

14th – 15th
June
15th June

16th June
16th June

17th June

21st to 25th
June

7

FM in Bibiani to sensitise the Bibiani people who were negotiating
compensation with Noble Mining Company
The Communication/M&E Officer gave a presentation to
representatives of five district assemblies in the Ashanti Region at
Obuasi on “Environmental Challenges in Small Scale Mining”. The
workshop was organised by Social Support Foundation, an Obuasibased NGO.

As part of the victim support programme of Wacam the organisation
organised a ceremony in Accra to provide financial support to Awudu
Mohamed, Sandra Sarpong and James Sarpong who have suffered
human rights abuses from AngloGold Ashanti.
The Deputy Executive Director and the Finance Officer of Wacam
participated in a workshop organised by IBIS on financial
management in Accra
The Executive Director of Wacam was hosted on Drive Time Show of
Unique FM to discuss the International Tropical Timber Organisation
(ITTO) report which stated that Ghana comes after Togo and Nigeria
in the rate of deforestation of 2.19%
Wacam had an Executive Council Meeting in Tarkwa
Farmers in Nototroso catchment area reported that Newmont Ahafo
Mine opened the Environmental Control Dam 2 and caused the
flooding of their farms. Some of the farmers affected included Yaw Vi
and Gbeva Joe
The EPA organised a public hearing community for operations of Kibi
Goldfields and Solar Mining. Wacam detailed journalists to cover the
activities.

The Executive Director and the Assembly woman for Dumase
participated in a workshop organised by European Centre for
Constitutional and Human Rights in Duala. The workshop was on
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Participants agreed on the need to streamline small
scale mining in the country to maximise benefits.
Such an exercise should ensure that the miners
receive safety; health and environmental support to
enable them operate in a much more secure
environment. Furthermore, the need for district
assemblies to provide the necessary institutional
support for small scale mining was stressed.
The event was widely reported in both the print and
electronic media of Ghana on the 14th of June

The affected people wrote to Newmont to report the
case. It was not the first time this flooding
destroyed farmers’ farms.
The Saaman community presented their concerns
which included that the operations of the
companies will destroy their sources of water –
Rivers Akusu and Anoma, so they were not in
favour of the operations of the companies

22nd to 24th
June, 2011

8th -9th July
8th July

Wacam, CEPIL, communities affected by AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi
Mine had a first meeting of the renewed dialogue process to discuss
the victims of AngloGold operations.
The Communication/M&E Officer gave a presentation to
representatives of five district assemblies in the Ashanti Region at
Obuasi on “Environmental Challenges in Small Scale Mining”. The
workshop was organised by Social Support Foundation, an Obuasibased NGO.

9th June

11th to 14th
July
13th to 15th
July
14th to 16th
July
17th July
8

transnationals’ and quasi-judicial instrument
Communications/M&E Officer attended the 2nd Annual Kasa CSOs
Review Workshop in Accra. Wacam supported the National Coalition
on Mining (NCOM) to do a presentation on the mining sector. A
communiqué was issued at the end of the workshop that among others,
asked government to halt mining in forest reserves with immediate
effect. CSOs also asked government to internalise the ECOWAS
Directives on Mining Policy.
Wacam participated in a workshop organised by CEPIL on toolkit for
health based advocacy
The Executive Director gave a presentation at the Department of
Oceanography and Fisheries on environmental and social impacts of
extractives in Ghana

Participants agreed on the need to streamline small
scale mining in the country to maximise benefits.
Such an exercise should ensure that the miners
receive safety; health and environmental support to
enable them operate in a much more secured
environment. Furthermore, the need for district
Meeting with Ransford Tetteh (GJA President) to discuss partnership assemblies to provide the necessary institutional
of GJA and Oxfam America and possible support GJA can receive support for small scale mining was stressed.
from OA. The Executive Director attended this meeting with Richard
Kuevor of Oxfam America.
Wacam organised a Women’s leadership workshop supported by
Oxfam America.
Programme officer of Wacam participated in a workshop organised by
WERENGO on facilitation.
Wacam organised a women’s leadership workshop for mining oil and
gas communities which was supported by IBIS.
The Executive Director and the Deputy visited Akatakyieso, Amamon The
community people
nominated
their
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18th – 19th
July

22nd July

26th July
26th – 28th
July
27th July
30th July

1st to 3rd
August
10th August

9

and Anyankyirem to inform community members about the progress
of the renewed dialogue process with AngloGold Ashanti
The Deputy Director working to promote EITI experience sharing
hosted a delegation from CISLAC from Nigeria PWYP, media and
CSO organisations. As part of the activities, the team visited and
interacted with GEITI Secretariat, CEPIL and the Minerals
Commission. The activities were crowned with a workshop to share
experiences with CSO of Ghana in which the Deputy Executive
Director gave a presentation on mining and community experiences in
Ghana.
Wacam sensitised the Anyamfuri Youth on their right with respect to
mining in Accra.

representatives who will participate in the process

The community people of Yayaso had confrontation with the Police
when the chief of Adausina attempted to pour libation to pave the way
for the exhumation of bodies at their royal and public cemeteries for
Newmont to use the area as a rock waste dump in its operations.
Two Wacam programme officers sensitised the Klo Begoro
community where Ghana Cement (Ghacem) is mining limestone. The
officers sensitised the community on their rights in the case of mining.
The Deputy Executive Director participated in an environmental and
natural resource summit organised by the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resource in Elmina.
The Executive Director discussed the causes of the flooding of River
Birim on Unique FM
The Deputy Executive Director gave a presentation on the socio
cultural, environmental and economic cost of mining to affected
communities. The activity was held in Busua Beach Hotel for AfrikHub GIMPA.
Communities in the Ntotroso catchment area reported to Wacam again
that the ECD 2 was flooded and destroyed their farms.
Kwame Eric of Bensere was shot by the Security boss of Ghanatta
Security operating on behalf of AngloGold Obuasi Mine. The officer
who shot him was Mr Kwadwo Essien He died on 13th August at

The people of Yayaso kept vigil at the cemeteries
for a number of days until the EPA stepped in to
resolve the impasse. The issue is still pending the
ceremony is kept on hold
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CISLAC issued a communiqué on the visit and the
lessons learnt which it shared with PWYP groups in
Africa.

Wacam asked to community to make a formal
report to Newmont.
The company wrote about it. The officer was
affected and charged with murder.

11th to 13th
August
15th August

17th to 19th
August
30th August
6th September

9th September
12th
September
13th to 18th
September

13th
September

10

Okonfo Anokye Hospital in Kumasi
Wacam programme officer and a community mobilisation office had
meetings with Yayaso, Adausina, Ntonang and Saaman
The Deputy Executive Director with a team of journalists visited
Donkro Nkwanta to discuss their issue of no mining in their
community and to create a platform for community engagement with
the media.
Wacam organised a workshop for Akyem communities and journalists
in Eastern region in Koforidua.
AngloGold Wacam, CEPIL and the communities dialogue meeting in
Accra
Wacam had a meeting with AngloGold to discuss the refund of
medical bills of Awudu Mohamed. As part of the discussions, there
was an agreement that AngloGold will care for Awudu to be fit before
the group negotiate his compensation.
Wacam had a sensitisation meeting with Saaman community on their
struggles with Solar Mining
Wacam had a meeting with AngloGold Ashanti and concluded that the
medical bills of Awudu which amounted to GH₵37,190.00 should be
paid to Awudu.
The Deputy Executive Director, the programme officer for Oil and
gas, a programme officer for mining and a member of Youth for
Action Ghana visited 13 affected oil and gas communities in Western
region. This visit was to supervise the work of the programmes officer
and strengthen the work of Wacam in the area.
Wacam CEPIL and community representatives from Teberebie had a
meeting to discuss the Judgement of Tarkwa High Count that
AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mines should go into negotiations
again with the Teberebie Concern Farmers Association. The
Teberebie Concern Farmers Association had instituted a court action
against AngloGold Iduapriem mine for violating their rights to
negotiate compensation with the community and sought a relief of
determination of compensation directly by the High Court of the High
Court should compel the company to negotiate with them. The Court

Annual Report 2011 WACAM// HOK

The struggles were reported widely by the press
which create a voice for community people to be
interviewed on their positions.

On 6th October 2011. a team from CEPIL, Wacam
and AngloGold visited Awudu and presented him
with the cheque in Kumasi

The decision was that the community people
authorise CEPIL to enter into judgement to compel
AGA Iduapriem Mine to negotiate compensation
with the farmers.

16th
September

23rd to 26th
September
24th
September
2nd October
6th October
10th October
13th October
17th October
19th to 20th
21st to 28th
October
25th October
11

granted the relief that the company negotiate compensation with the
farmers.
Donkro Nkwanta community engaged in a demonstration against a
team from Newmont, Paramount chief and the local chief. The whole
community including school children demonstrated and told the team
that they do not want surface mining in their community because they
produce food crops and want to remain farmers, in an interview with
the press.

The community was informed that the Brong Ahafo
regional minister was visiting them for discussions
on Newmont’s intention to mine in their
community and it turned out to be the officials of
Newmont wanting to meet them. Newmont
promised that they will not compel the community
to accept mining if the community want to remain
farmers.

Wacam organised a workshop on mining oil and gas in Sunyani for
about 35 journalists from Brong Ahafo, Ashanti and Western regions.
The workshop was supported by DKA Austria
Wacam had a forum in Donkro Nkwanta to sensitise the community The community became resolute to remain farmers
on the Free Prior and Informed Consent as a way of supporting the and are since concentrating on their farms
community claim of remaining farmers
The executive Director had a meeting with a team of investigative
journalists who were documenting corrupt practises in mining sector
for Al Jazeera
Wacam CEPIL, communities affected by AGA Obuasi had a meeting
to continue the negotiation of legacy problems in Obuasi
The executive Director was hosted on Peace FM Kokroko
programmes to discuss mining in Ghana
Wacam participated in a workshop organised by Centre for
Environmental Impact Analysis (CEIA)
A panel discussion on mining involving the Executive Director, EPA,
Ghana Chamber of Mines to discuss mining in Ghana on Peace FM
Kokroko.
Wacam working with Oxfam America organised a workshop for 45
media personnel in Accra on the theme “Avoiding the resource curse,
the role of the media
The Deputy Executive Director attended an EITI Board meeting in
Jakarta
Wacam and CEIA launched the report on health and cancer risks There were failed attempts by some regulators and
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4th to 11th
November

assessment in Tarkwa and Prestea area. Participants were drawn from
the Ministry of Health, CSO, Mining regulator, mining company
representative, Diplomatic Corp, faith based organisations and the
media
The Deputy Executive Director was in the United State to be part of
Oxfam America Fall Speakers Tour 2011:” Indigenous and Rural
Women Responding to the Impacts of Oil and Mining Operations”.
The tour was an opportunity to raise awareness in the US about the
various challenges indigenous and rural women living near an
extractive operation are currently facing.

the industry to discredit the report

The tour will focus on how women have been able
to respond to those challenges, by strengthening
their capacities and raising their own voices within
and outside their communities.

The Deputy Executive Director made speeches at several universities
in key US cities including DC, New York, Boston and Chicago. There
were meetings with gender experts and key policy targets including
the World Bank to share experiences on Wacam’s work in Ghana and
at the EITI International Board.
10th to 15th
A team from CNN came to film the life of the Executive Director
The documentary was telecasted by CNN from 10th
November
to 15th December 2011
th
16 December Wacam Executive Council meeting in Tarkwa
22nd
The programme officer for Oil and Gas in Wacam participated in a
November
workshop organised by TUC in Accra on oil and gas.
nd
th
22 to 24
The deputy Executive Director attended a meeting of GEITI in Accra
November
25th
The Deputy Executive Director mobilised community people in the About 120 people attended the meeting and the
November
Tarkwa and Prestea area for EITI Forum for mining communities, outcome was that the GEITI should ensure mining
Assembly members, chiefs and the public.
companies address environmental problems
especially water pollution instead of just revenue
transparency
6th December Saaman community was attached by Security forces and the Assembly
man, Mr Gyetuo Oppong Kyenkyeku was beaten by the security
personnel.
th
13 December The Executive Director was on E-TV to discuss mining effects on
communities in Ghana
th
20 December Meeting with AGA to discuss the framework of the dialogue process
12
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22nd
December

13

Police from Obuasi went to Anwiam community to prevent the The case has been resolved between
community people from using their route along the rail line to Obuasi. community, the lady and the police.
This is because AGA has fenced its bungalows along the rail lines and
the Police were there to ensure that the community people do not use
the route. In the process one lady was beaten by the Police.
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