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Figure 1: Mineral map of Ghana
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FOREWORD
Mining advocacy and campaigns on critical issues of mining communities had resulted in increased
national awareness on mining issues. Key challenges for the year included the need to provide
service and support in new areas and the passing of a new Minerals and Mining Law.
We gained great dividends from the focused training for our women activists who provided
effective leadership in their communities and the strengthening of partnerships.
Our organisation undoubtedly, is growing and our volunteer base, which forms the backbone of our
community level campaign and advocacy, is expanding. We are thus challenged to insulate our
activists and volunteers from external intimidation and pressure.
WACAM had gained a lot of support from our partners, students, Lecturers, community people,
Researchers, NGOs, Volunteers and patriotic individuals. We appreciate the solidarity and will
continue to rely on the support of our well-wishers as we confront new challenges in the coming
year.

Daniel Owusu-Koranteng
Executive Director
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AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine
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Alliance for Poverty Eradication
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Centre for Public Interest Law
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Foreign Direct Investment
Foodfirst International Action Network
Global Mining Campaign
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1. INTRODUCTION
The report for the year covers a summary of activities carried out with partner organisations,
networks, campaign partners and community mobilisation efforts. They also cover especial events
associated with mining operations in Ghana and WACAM collaboration with national and
international NGOs to share experiences and advance the work of mining advocacy.
1.1. Background
WACAM has been involved in community based mining advocacy that links community issues and
concerns to national and international advocacy and campaigns. Formed with the modest objectives
of helping to articulate community concerns in the Wassa West District in 1998, WACAM is now
working in communities affected by AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem and Obuasi mines, Golden Star
Resources( Prestea/ Bogoso mine), Newmont Ghana Gold Limited Ahafo mine, Newmont Ghana
Gold, Akyem Project and Goldfields Ghana Limited. These mining companies are located in four
regions of Ghana and on a regular basis, WACAM links up to about 60 communities. In addition to
these regular work areas, WACAM provides technical advice and training to mining communities
wherever the services of the organisation are required.
WACAM was founded in September 1998 as a response to the mining boom, which resulted in
about 8 surface mining companies locating in the Wassa West District of the Western Region of
Ghana. The operations of these companies seriously affected indigenous farmers who lost their
lands and were paid low compensation. With time, some concerned people, not convinced about
the much-trumpeted benefits of mining, decided to organise themselves to defend their interest.
Even though WACAM started in the Wassa West District, it currently operates in all mining
communities in the country including Obuasi Municipality, Amansie East in the Ashanti Region,
Asutifi District in the Brong Ahafo Region and Akyem area of the Eastern Region. In 2006,
WACAM established contacts with new areas in the Nzema East and Amenfi Districts of the
Western Region. WACAM in its activities targets the foreign multinational mining companies who
take advantage of weaknesses in the regulatory framework of the mining sector and inflict some of
the worst atrocities on their host communities. WACAM does this by providing information to the
community people to enable them engage the companies and duty bearers from a position of
strength.
1.2. WACAM’s Vision
WACAM has the vision to be ultimately transformed into a social movement well structured with
resources and capacity to influence policies in favour of the marginalized people, especially those
living in mining communities.
1.3. Mission Statement Of WACAM
WACAM seeks to protect the environment, natural resources and rights of marginalized mining
communities through networking, advocacy, campaign and representation within a legal framework
that is sensitive to the concerns of mining communities
1.4. Objectives of WACAM
 To work with mining communities for the protection of their rights.
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To sensitise communities whose lands have been ceded to mining companies to obtain
acceptable compensation or appreciable packages in relocation and resettlement issues
pertaining to mining.
To liaise with Governmental and other agencies on issues of concern to the mining
communities
To raise public awareness about issues on mining, environment, gender and livelihood.
To collaborate with other groups and organisations with similar interests.

1.5. Thematic Areas
 Human rights
 Community Livelihood
 Environment
 Youth, Gender and Mining
1.6. Areas of Work
 WACAM to work with Advocacy groups at the local, national and international levels
 To strengthen networks for effective campaigns
 Organisation of new groups in areas about to experience surface mining
 Consolidate and strengthen its grass root base through continued education in the
operational areas.
 To strengthen Community group formation as an organisational strategy of WACAM‟s
work particularly in areas located around forest reserves of the country.
 Work to improve its media relations and to develop a media strategy as part of the
campaign. WACAM should make mining and gender an important focus in the mining
campaign.
 WACAM would improve its human resource capacity through training for volunteers, which
should include formal trainings in educational institutions.
1.7. Forms of Work
 Campaign and Advocacy on mining, Environment and Community Livelihood
 Network with Civil Society Organisations with similar objectives to provide service to the
communities.
 Legal support
 Dissemination of information and representation of mining communities in negotiations
 Information Gathering, Research and documentation
 Sensitisation of communities on their rights and responsibilities
 Work towards sustainable Alternative Employment Issues with communities
1.8. Identified Critical Community Concerns
1.8.1. Human rights abuse;
 Resulting in death or maiming;
 Abuse of economic rights
 Arbitrary arrest and detention of suspects in private cells of mining companies.
 Torture and assault of „galamsey‟ suspects through beatings and attacks by guard dogs
 Shooting of peaceful demonstrators by security agencies acting on behalf of mining
companies Constitution
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1.8.2. Environmental degradation
Degradation of the forest cover resulting in loss of fauna and flora
Land, soil, air and water pollution
Pollution of water bodies leading to dead of some rivers
Abandoned mine pits and cyanide containment ponds
Acid mine drainage caused by exposed metals from mining
Mine rock waste / mine waste disposal on fertile lands
Cyanide spillages into water bodies destroying life forms in rivers






1.8.3. Land acquisition:
Mode of land acquisition and eviction of people from their land;
Compensation, including mode of assessment of compensation;
Resettlement Problems
Notice of land appropriation and of land use.

















1.8.4. Socio-cultural problems
Forced evictions leading to disintegration of families
Resettlement /Relocation of communities
Environmental pollution
Conflicts and violence against mining communities by mining companies
Displacement of communities
Unemployment
Mining related Diseases such as increased Malaria and chest diseases.
Loss of livelihood with no alternative land/viable alternative income activities leading to
worsening poverty in mining communities
Destruction of sacred /cultural sites of communities
Increased school dropout rate in mining communities
1.8.5. Gender and Mining
Loss of income for women with the loss of forest. Women engage in the harvesting of fuel
wood, oil palm fruits, spices and other non-timber products as their regular source of
income.
Pollution of streams increased the workload of women and children who walked long
distances in search of potable water for household use.
Compensation regimes do not take into account the specific interest of women concerning
loss of livelihoods for women, which is linked to the loss of forests.
Broken homes and problems of single parents
Women have a responsibility to take care of sick people in families. This relates to care for
People Living HIV/AIDS, Malaria, Respiratory tract diseases, malnutrition etc.

1.9. Target Group
 WACAM focussed its activities on the following:
 Mining communities
 Intelligentsia with nationalistic views
 Media people
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Traditional authorities – Politicians, Chiefs
Women and Youth
Governmental / non governmental agencies
Assemblywomen, assemblymen and opinion leaders
Volunteers of WACAM in the communities

1.10.
Strategic priorities for 2006
 To strengthen community organisation and the structure of the zones through the formation
of community groups and increased education on community rights.
 To increase media reportage of mining issues and to encourage visit of media people to
mining communities in order for them to gain first hand information on mining impacts on
communities
 To respond promptly to human rights violations and environmental problems when they
occur in communities
 Develop women leaders and expand the role of women in the work of WACAM
 Develop programmes with youth and students‟ groups
 Documentation

Figure 2: Prestea community people carrying a wounded person who was shot by the Police/Military to the
hospital when the community demonstrated against the effects of the operations of Golden Star Resources (GSR) on
the town in June 2005.
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2. ADMINISTRATION AND STRUCTURE
WACAM has an eleven-member Executive Council (EC) that is the governing body of the
organisation. The EC meets at least once every quarter to take important decisions that affect the
organisation. There are four women and seven men serving on the Executive Council. Seven of the
members on the Executive Council are from affected mining communities.
WACAM has divided its operational areas into zones with officers in the zone working as
volunteers. WACAM has extended its operations to communities affected by the operations of
AGC now AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi Mine (AGA) in the Obuasi Municipality of Ashanti Region
and one volunteer has been appointed to co-ordinate the work in Obuasi for WACAM. WACAM
also has volunteers to oversee its operations in the Brong Ahafo region‟s Ahafo mine area of
Newmont and Akyem project in the eastern region. Volunteers from communities liaise with
officers in the zone to raise issues affecting the communities.
WACAM has four permanent staff. The administration is headed by the Executive Director and is
assisted by the Director for Training, Research, and Director of Programmes. The Accounts Officer
manages the finances of the organisation and doubles as the Administrative Assistant. A
Programmes Assistant and a Community Mobilisation Assistant work closely with Zonal officers.
2.1. WACAM’s ORGANOGRAM
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR TRAINING
AND RESEARCH

DIRECTOR – COMMUNITY
PROGRAMMES
ADMINISTRATION
COMMUNITY MOBILISATION
OFFICER

PROGRAMME OFFICERS

WASSA WEST ZONES –
SIX
ZONAL OFFICERS

OBUASI ZONE- 3
ZONAL OFFICERS

KENYASE AND
AKYEM AREAS

NEW ZONES

MINING COMMUNITIES; MINING COMMUNITIES; MINING COMMUNITIES
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2.2. Professional Capacity
 Executive Director – MA Human Resource Development; Agriculturalist /Project Analysis
and Trade Unionist
 Director for Training and Research – MA Environmental Management and Policy,
Agriculturalist with vast experience in Trade Union, Gender issues, Project Co-ordination,
Informal sector organisation, Organisational Development and the use of Participatory
methods.
 Head of Administration / Accounts – HND Accounting with experience in the teaching of
Accounting at the High school level
 Project Officer – BSc. Planning, Dip. Public Relations and Advertising, Facilitation Skills
 WACAM has a technical team, which includes lawyers, environmentalists, Mining
Economist, and journalists who work as volunteers.

Figure 3: Community people being trained on collecting water samples for testing
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3. ACTIVITIES
Promoting change processes towards CSOs using RBA
Help develop/strengthen networks at the national, sub regional, regional and international
levels
Develop structures to ensure sustained community organisation and struggles
Strengthen institutional capacity of WACAM
Research to validate community claims of Human rights violations and environmental
degradation
Media strategy including support for community visits by media personnel to have first hand
information on community issues
Mobilise communities and provide services for environmental and Human rights justice
Collaboration with CEPIL and CLARCS to represent communities in negotiations and
support community struggles in court
Documentation and sharing of experiences

Figure 4: Rock Waste dump of Golden Stars Resources (Prestea/Bogoso) Mine
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4. ACHIEVEMENTS
4.1. PARTNERSHIPS
4.1.1. Foodfirst International Action Network (FIAN)-WACAM Partnership
FIAN and WACAM have been working with other partners in communities affected by activities of
AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine and Newmont Gold Ghana Limited. Three of such meetings
were held in the year under review. WACAM representative also participated in the 20th
Anniversary celebration of FIAN in Germany within the year.
4.1.2. Partnership With Oxfam America
WACAM and Oxfam America continued the new phase of collaboration, which requires the
expansion of WACAM‟s Activities in the communities and to focus more on what communities
perceived as their needs in helping them improve upon the local level campaign and advocacy. The
partnership seeks to develop capacity for community-based advocacy by strengthening WACAM
into a model of best practice in rights based advocacy program, which could be adopted by civil
society organizations operating across local, national and international levels
In 2006, the partnership focused on increasing number of community groups by consolidating
community groups in operational areas through visits and monitoring of community initiatives as
well as mobilising some new communities that are yet to experience the operations of mining
companies. To ensure sustainability of community struggle and mining advocacy, WACAM
identified and targeted youth and community groups for future leadership and advocacy training
skills. Through the partnership, WACAM increased its activities to raise public awareness on
mining to influence public opinion. WACAM shared its experiences on mining with Civil Society
Organisations and increased documentation within the year.
4.1.3. IBIS Partnership
WACAM and IBIS signed an MOU in March 2006 to begin a new phase of the partnership, which
had the objective of strengthening WACAM into a model of best practice in advocacy programmes,
which could be adopted by civil society organizations operating at national and international levels.
The partnership worked in the following areas:
 Support media personnel to visit communities for investigative journalism. Press
conferences/, Statements by communities and WACAM on effects of mining investment on
their environment and livelihood. Documentation of experiences
 Support community negotiations and representation in dialogue with mining companies
 Leadership training workshops / seminars for community groups
 Mentor, Support and promote work of Youth in secondary and tertiary institutions
4.1.4. Rights And Voice Initiative (RAVI)
The RAVI – WACAM partnership is a two-year project, which would end in June 2007. The
partnership had the objective of Using Rights Based Approach to develop capacity of mining
communities for effective engagements with mining companies in addition to policy advocacy and
campaign for reforms in mining policies that would protect community rights as well as maximise
benefits from mining investments to the nation. In trying to achieve this objective, the project
supported a research on gender dimension to mining and assessed the levels of pollution of Rivers
Asuopre and Tano as well as the quality of water that Newmont Ghana Gold supplied to
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communities affected by the Ahafo mine after the faecal matter pollution by Newmont had been
documented. Activities that were carried out in the project included the following:
 Workshop on Advocacy & Leadership skills
 Research on Gender dimension of mining impacts
 Water sampling and analysis in Newmont Catchment area
 Community mobilisation & campaigns- Newmont, Rangold &Golden Star Resources
 3-day sensitization Workshop for targeted communities on human rights
 4-day Workshop for Assembly members (Wassa West and Obuasi Municipal Assembly)
 3-day Workshop for environmental media personnel, researchers & leaders
 Press Conferences/Support for Investigative Journalism
 Negotiations/Representation of Communities in Struggles
 Dissemination of Research Findings
4.1.5. WACAM-ASA Partnership
Two ASA interns were posted into the country in a partnership of the German government and
WACAM. The two interns documented some of WACAM‟s work in Akyem and Wassa West. The
film was shown in Germany. Apart from filming WACAM‟s work, the interns also worked in
Twigyaa and Dumase to understand the social systems and the problems that community people
face when mining companies locate in mining communities.
4.1.6. ALPE- WACAM Partnership
WACAM and APLE began using the rights-based approach as a tool for community mobilisation
and sensitisation when the two organisations signed a partnership agreement in November 2005.
The APLE project was a one-year project, which had as its main activities two workshops.
WACAM organised the first workshop in 2005 and the second in Kenyase from February 2nd to 4th
2006. The partnership had a poverty-monitoring meeting in Zambia where WACAM shared its
experience with other participating countries in Africa and Europe. WACAM also participated in
two workshops organised by APLE within the country in 2006.
4.1.7. OECD Watch.
WACAM is a member of the OECD Watch and the co-ordinator of the network in Africa.
WACAM hosted the OECD Watch international conference for Africa in Ghana from 5th to 10th
July 2006. 45 participants from 21 countries all over the world participated in the conference. The
workshop was followed with a field visit to Anwiam, Hasonyewode, Jimiso, Adubriem and
Akatakyieso in Obuasi as well as Dumase and Prestea in the Western Region.
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Figure 5: OECD Watch members from all over the world with community people in Ghana

4.2. NETWORKS
4.2.1. National Coalition against Mining in Forest Reserves
Six meetings were held under the NCOM and the meetings included two public activities where the
coalition presented a complaint to CHRAJ and the Minister of Defence. There was also one press
conference organised under NCOM. WACAM is a founding member of the National Coalition on
Mining (NCOM) and fully participates in all its activities. In the year 2006, some of the activities
of the NCOM that WACAM participated in were a meeting with the Ministers of Defence and
Interior concerning brutalities perpetrated by both the Police and Military at the instance of mining
companies. The two ministers accepted to investigate the allegations presented by the coalition.
Apart from this, the coalition also met the donor community including bilateral and multilateral
donors at a meeting in December to look at their role in the mining industry. Some victims of
violence in some mining communities were present in the meetings to recount their experiences.
4.2.2. PUBLISH WHAT YOU PAY
WACAM actively participated in all activities of the Publish What You Pay campaign. These
included the launch of the campaign in Accra in October. At the launch, two volunteers of
WACAM were nominated to head the Ashanti and Western Regions. In December, the first
community level workshop was organised at Akyem Oda in the Eastern Region where WACAM
was fully represented.
4.2.3. Global Mining Campaign (GMC)
The GMC is an international network of NGOs working on mining issues and people affected by
mining operations. WACAM has been working in the network for about five years on international
campaigns, which seek to foster responsible mining operations in the world.
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4.2.4. UN Global Compact
The Executive Director of WACAM is a member of the UN Global Compact. The UN Global
Compact organised an international event in Ghana this year in which WACAM played an active
role. Her Excellency, Mary Robinson took advantage of her presence in Ghana to attend the UN
Global Compact meeting in Ghana to have discussions with the Acting Commissioner for the
Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ), the media , and community
people. Some community people who had been victims of Human rights abuses by mining
companies presented petitions to the Commissioner of CHRAJ in the presence of Her Excellency
Mary Robinson.
4.3. ADVOCACY AND CAMPAIGNS
4.3.1. Campaign on Newmont Ghana Gold Limited
WACAM is working with Oxfam America, Global Mining Campaign, No Dirty Gold campaign,
FIAN International and Earthworks on the Newmont campaign. The campaign focused on creating
awareness in communities that are yet to be affected by the activities of Newmont in Ghana and to
support affected communities with information that promoted their struggle for the protection of
livelihood, and human dignity. In one of the many sensitisation programmes, Newmont organised
for the arrest of some WACAM members and Mr Ibrahima Aidara, a staff of Oxfam America in
Yamfo. WACAM is also supporting other communities in Asia and Latin America by working to
present a common front for international advocacy. WACAM participated in the Annual General
Meeting of shareholders of Newmont in USA as a proxy in April 2006.

Figure 6 Resettlement of a community displaced by the operations of Newmont Ahafo Mine in
Kenyase

4.3.2. Campaign on Human Rights Abuses of AngloGold Ashanti, Obuasi Mine
(AGA)
WACAM and the communities on one hand and AngloGold had a meeting on March 23, 2006 to
begin a dialogue process on human rights violations and environmental degradation within the
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catchment area of the company. The meeting agreed that a committee should be constituted with
members from both sides to assess the human rights violations in communities. WACAM and the
communities gave the names of its members to work on the committee but AngloGold requested
three weeks to constitute its team. There were no follow-up meetings after the first meeting
because AngloGold never brought up a team, and this broke down the dialogue. AngloGold
showed indications of coming back to the dialogue towards the end of the year and the process
would resume in 2007
4.3.3. Campaign on Bogoso Gold Limited (BGL)
WACAM worked with CEPIL to document the Human Rights and environmental problems of
communities affected by the operations of Golden Star Resources. Some of the problems include
the shooting of community people who demonstrated against the company in Prestea, pollution of
community water bodies with cyanide, harassment of people in Prestea by the Military etc. Within
the year, CEPIL and WACAM listed cases of violations from many of the affected communities.
CEPIL and WACAM are supporting some of the communities in court in cases where community
people sent the company to court for environmental and human rights violations.

Figure 7: Community people in Dumase who are affected by activities of Golden Star Resources Prestea Bogoso
mine demonstrating how water from boreholes in the area turn purplish blue when plantains are put into it

4.3.4. Campaign on AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine Limited (AAIL)
WACAM participated in two meetings of the Monitoring Advisory Group (MAG) of AngloGold
Iduapriem mine in March and September 2006. The MAG is the forum to evaluate the
implementation of an Action Plan, which was developed out of the struggles of the affected
communities and WACAM to defend their rights.
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Figure 8: Mr. Anthony Baidoo, who was shot by the Military acting on behalf AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine for
using a route around a Rock Waste Dump of the mine to his farm ,on admission at the 37 Military Hospital in Accra

4.4. COLLABORATIONS
4.4.1. Amansie Central District Assembly
The Amansie Central District is one of the newly established District Assemblies created in the
country. Most of the areas that were active surface mining areas of AngloGold Ashanti happen to
fall under this district and some of the communities are living with the legacies of the company‟s
operations. In an effort to correct the problems of the mining legacies of AngloGold Ashanti, the
District Assembly collaborated with WACAM to produce a report that was forwarded to the
Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines. Some of the problems identified include abandoned pits,
confiscated lands; water related problems, diseases, cracked buildings, non-payment of royalties to
the District Assembly and high levels of poverty resulting from loss of incomes.
4.4.2. WACAM – CHRAJ Collaboration
WACAM is working with some victims of human rights violations allegedly perpetrated by mining
companies notably AngloGold Ashanti, Golden Star Resources, and Newmont. The victims
presented petitions to the CHRAJ. In the year under review, three petitions were presented to
CHRAJ and the Commission had started investigating the cases. CHRAJ also invited WACAM
and some community people to participate in a stakeholders‟ meeting organised in Accra in
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December 2006. Apart from the direct collaboration with CHRAJ, WACAM is also working with
NCOM to present petitions of human rights abuses by mining companies to CHRAJ.

Figure 9: Some abandoned projects constructed by Goldfields Ghana Limited

4.4.3. ACTIONAID UK
WACAM collaborated with a team from ActionAid UK, to investigate alleged cases of human
rights violations perpetrated by AngloGold Ashanti in communities such as Sanso, Binsere,
Anwiam, Dokyiwa, Abompekrom, Kokoteasua and Jimiso. A report of the collaborative work on
the Human Right abuses of AngloGold Ashanti has formed the basis of advocacy work at the
international level.
4.5. YOUTH AND STUDENTS’ PROGRAMME
 WACAM organised the following activities in furtherance of the Youth and Students‟
Programme:
 17th March – meeting in Legon in which about 70 students attended. The focus was on
mining and development- the role of the Youth.
 Seminar at the University of Ghana , Legon organised by WACAM, Youth for Action
Ghana and Students‟ Representative Council of University of Ghana Legon on Charting a
new path for development, the role of the youth.
 WACAM organised a field trip for 25 students of Ghana Institute of Journalism into mining
communities affected by the operations of AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi on June 3, 2006.
 Training session on mining and development organised for 20 students of University of
Ghana Legon.
4.6. WOMEN’S GROUP
WACAM is focusing on women group formation within the communities recognising the
marginalisation of women in the event of compulsory acquisition of community lands for mining. In
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this respect, WACAM with the support from RAVI contracted some researchers to assess the impact
of mining on community women. WACAM would use the research to develop training programmes
for community women and for advocacy purposes. WACAM expanded the number of women in the
Executive Council from three to five and targeted at least 30% of all workshop participants to be
women. Out of the targeted women, two women from each community had focused leadership
training to increase the number of women leaders in the organisation.
4.7. MEETINGS
4.7.1. Executive Council Meeting
 There were five Executive Council meetings in the year under review. The Executive
Council meeting came out with strategies of work including the following
 The meeting reviewed WACAM‟s work for 2005 and prepared for the review meeting of
WACAM scheduled for March 2006
 A meeting to brief a team from USA on activities of WACAM and how mining was
affecting community people and their environment
 Review meeting and strategy of work in new areas and areas that are affected by cyanide
spillages.
4.7.2. Meeting with Mrs. Mary Robinson
The former UN High Commissioner of the United Nations High Commission on Human Rights,
Mrs. Mary Robinson, met organisations involved in mining advocacy in the country in November
2006. As part of her itinerary, she also met the Acting Commissioner of CHRAJ, Miss Anna
Bossman at her office in Accra. After this meeting, the two also met community people from
mining affected communities. The people narrated their experiences of human rights abuses by
mining companies Moved by these presentations; Mrs. Robinson issued a statement calling on the
mining companies to respect the rights of indigenous people and farmers. She expressed
dissatisfaction with the level of compensation paid to farmers who lost their farmlands to mining
companies and called on both government and the companies to take steps to rectify this anomaly.
Later at a press conference, Mrs. Robinson commended WACAM for its outstanding work in the
communities and urged all other organisations to link up with other international organisations to
“name and shame” offending companies.
4.7.3.
Meetings with Communities
WACAM met with mining communities and was able to visit all its communities within the year.
Such visits were organised every three months and involved a monitoring team comprising the
Executive Director, Director of Training and Research, volunteers of the organisation and in some
cases partners. The meetings provided opportunities for interactions with members and nonmembers of the organisation and discussions centred on developing an independent organisation that
would champion the course of community people. Meetings were held for zonal officers and
volunteers of WACAM to develop strategies of work in communities taking into account the special
needs of communities.
4.8. WORKSHOPS
4.8.1. Local Workshops of Partners
 WACAM participated in a workshop organised by the CSF Steering Committee and
Management held on Thursday 23rd of March 2006. The forum displayed the activities and
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achievements of the grantee groups and lessons from the project. WACAM participated in a
panel discussion on mining and its effects on host communities.
WACAM members in the communities benefited from a Para legal workshop organized by
Centre for Public Interest Law (CEPIL) from 22nd F to 24th February 2006
WACAM participated in a workshop organized by Newmont on the 27th March 2006 in
Accra.
WACAM participated in consultation workshop on country analysis organized by World
Bank and other partners
WACAM participated in a workshop organised by Minerals Commission from 3rd to 7th
April
WACAM participated in Rights and Voice Initiative learning and sharing festival organised
in Accra from 12th to 14th June 2006. WACAM made a presentation on using rights-based
advocacy mining advocacy; the role of community mobilisation
WACAM participated in a workshop organised by Wassa West District Assembly and the
Minerals Commission in Tarkwa
WACAM participated in a workshop organised by FOSDA for Parliamentarians in Ghana
and other West African countries. The theme for the workshop was on extractives and
Cross-Border Crimes.
WACAM organised a public forum for community people in Prestea and Dumase under the
EITI
WACAM participated in a Stakeholders‟ workshop organised be the Minerals Commission
a draft Minerals and Mining Policy for Ghana at the Miklin Hotel from the 19th to 21st
September 2006.
WACAM participated in a workshop jointly organised be the Radiation Protection Institute
and the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission (GAEC) on Naturally Occurring Radioactive
Materials (NORMs) in mining areas for mining companies from 25th to 29th September
2006.
WACAM participated in a workshop organised by the Alliance for Poverty Eradication
(ALPE) at the Ange Hill Hotel from 1st to 6th October 2006.
Facilitators workshop organised by RAVI in Atimpoku from 9th to 19th October 2006

4.8.2. International Workshops and Conferences
The Director of Training and Research travelled to Zambia to participate in the poverty monitoring
in Africa from 10th to 18th February 2006
4.9. COMMUNITY VISITS
 Mr David Fraser and his family were accompanied by some officials of Oxfam America;
West Africa office paid a one-day visit to Obuasi in January. The Director of Training and
Research of WACAM, Mrs. Hannah Owusu-Koranteng accompanied them. Some of the
communities visited include Sanso, Sanso-Anwona, Binsere and Dokyiwa. They had a
community meeting at Binsere where the community people gave a vivid account of their
experiences of human rights abuses by AngloGold Ashanti. At Dokyiwa, the delegation
was shown the cyanide containment dam of AngloGold Ashanti. The team was hosted on
Shaft Radio, a local radio station in Obuasi where they discussed issues pertaining to
development and mining.
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Andreas McKinley, an official of Oxfam America in South America paid a one-day visit to
Obuasi in January. He visited Sanso, Binsere and Dokyiwa. He shared his experience of
working in South America with the community people and asked them to stand firm and use
lawful means to defend their rights. He was also hosted on Shaft Radio the following day.
In May, Professor Erickson from Sweden also undertook a one-day tour of Obuasi with his
daughter, Magdalene to see the impact of WACAM‟s work on community organisation. He
toured Sanso, Binsere and Jimiso.
In July, about 30 members of the OECD Watch undertook a visit to some mining
communities as part of the OECD Watch International Conference hosted by WACAM.
Whiles in Obuasi, they visited Anwiam, Jimiso Dam, Binsere, Adubriem and Hasonyewode.
The visit to the communities exposed the non-compliance of the mining companies to the
OECD Guidelines for multinational enterprises.
Within the year under review, some journalists also visited communities to document the
impact of gold mining on community livelihood. These include Daniel Glick of the
National Geographic magazine and Jonathan Green of the “Sunday Mail”. They went to
Sanso, Jimiso Dam, Hasonyewode and Kotopreso where they interacted with some smallscale miners.
WACAM joined Ute Hausmann, from FIAN International, Nikki Reisch of Bank
Information Centre, Radhika Sarin from Earthworks, and Mike Anane from FIAN Ghana on
a tour of Newmont‟s facilities in May 2006. Richard Ellimah, the Obuasi Coordinator of
WACAM, represented WACAM on the tour.

4.10.
REPRESENTATION OF MINING COMMUNITIES ON NEGOTIATIONS
4.10.1. Legal Issues
 CEPIL handled all legal cases of mining communities pending before courts. A court action
instituted by inhabitants of Nkwantakrom against AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine over
destruction of some building in Nkwantakrom had been pending for eight years at the High
Court of Justice in Tarkwa.
 The litigation between Emelia Amoateng and thirty-four others versus Anglo-gold Ashanti,
which started on the 25th of January 2005, is still pending before the Tarkwa High Court.
 The case of Paul Kwofie and twenty–eight others and Grusah Kakrabah and twenty others
versus Goldfields Ghana Limited is pending in the High Court of Tarkwa.




4.10.2. Negotiations
WACAM is part of the Monitoring Advisory Group meetings of communities and
AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem mine. Two meetings were held within the year and a key
decision of MAG is the need for AngloGold Iduapriem mine to demarcate their boundaries
of their rock waste dump from the Teberebie community. The company has not done that to
date
AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi mine has been talking about dialoguing with affected
communities since 2003. Two meetings were held between the communities and
AngloGold Ashanti in which WACAM and other CSOs like CEPIL, CLARCS, and IBIS
participated. AngloGold is not showing much commitment towards the dialogue process
and WACAM and the communities may re-strategise to push the process forward.
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4.11.
MEDIA STRATEGY AND ENCOUNTER
The objective for developing a media strategy was to help place mining community concerns in
the public domain. Media personnel were invited to participate in workshops organised by
WACAM and to interact with community people present at these workshops. The Journalists who
showed interest in community concerns visited mining communities to carry out further
investigations into the allegations of mining communities. The community visits by Journalists
increased the reportage on community problems and provided opportunities for community people
to put their issues in the public domain. The following represent some of the media visits to
communities:
Date
14TH January

Event
Visit of 4 Journalists to Prestea and Dumase. The visit generated many news
items and exposed the effects of the operations of Golden Star Resources
(Bogoso/Prestea mine) on the people of Prestea. The reportage generated
international media attention and visits to Prestea, Dumase, and Twigyaa exposed
the human rights violations by Golden Star Resources.
11th February A local FM station in Tarkwa picked voices of community people in Adaamanso
which was played on Space FM
4th May
NCOM organised a press conference and Launched the “Stop the Violence in
Mining Communities” campaign
20th May
Visit of Mr. Daniel Glick from national Geographic – USA to mining
communities in Wassa West, Asutifi districts and Obuasi Municipality.
3rd June
A team of Journalists from Federation of Environmental Journalists and Ghana
Journalists Association visited mining communities in Obuasi, Tarkwa and
Kenyase
th
17 June
Golden Star Resources(Prestea/Bogoso mine) spilled cyanide and WACAM
released a statement on the 18th of June 2006
th
20 June
Nana Korkye, the chief of Dumase issued a press statement about the rampant
cyanide spillages by Golden Star Resources
st
21 June
Journalist from KYSS FM, a local FM station in Takoradi visited Dumase to
have first hand information on the state of the community after the cyanide
spillage
5th July
WACAM and two other members of the OECD Watch participated in the GBC
Breakfast Show programme to discuss the adherence of mining companies to
OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. WACAM in the afternoon
granted an interview to Reuters on mining investment in Ghana and the cost to
mining communities.
th
29 October
WACAM participated in a GBC Talking point programme on Natural Resources
management.
st
1 November WACAM participated in a talk show on Hot FM, a local FM station in Accra to
discuss mining and human rights
rd
3 November WACAM participated in a TV Africa Talk Show called “Dwaso Nsem” to
discuss the effects of mining investments communities.
th
7 November WACAM collaborated with some university students of School of Performing
Arts, University of Ghana, Legon to use Theatre for change in Sanso titled “The
Broken Promise”. The documentary was shown on national television
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16th
November
22nd
November
12th
December

Workshop organised by WACAM with support from RAVI for Journalists
operating in mining areas in Tarkwa. The workshop created an opportunity for
some of the Journalists to interact with some affected community people.
WACAM and Oxfam America arranged for the visiting Former UN High chief
for Human Rights, HE Mary Robinson to brief the press about her experiences on
mining and human rights violation
WACAM participated in a discussion on Human rights issues in mining on Joy
FM, a local FM station in Accra

4.12.
PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITION OF MINING EFFECTS
As part of the RAVI festival for 2006, WACAM mounted a photo exhibition to depict the effects of
mining on community livelihood, human rights abuses in mining communities and environmental
degradation due to mining operations in the country.

Figure 10 The Executive Director of WACAM , the Director for Training and Research of WACAM ,
Mr Jerry Mensah-Pah, a staff of WACAM pose with a visitor to the stand of WACAM at an Exhibition
organised by Rights and Voice Initiative (RAVI)
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5. OBSERVATIONS AND LESSONS
5.1. Observations
The overall objective of the mining advocacy is to build the capacity of mining communities to
have effective engagement with mining companies and to generate national debate on mining with
the increased dependence on mining as a development model. The strategy of using rights-based
advocacy through rights education for mining communities and the media in addition to campaigns
had been effective in the empowerment of mining communities. In the past, mining companies
related to affected communities from a position of strength leading to gross human rights abuses.
The strategies of community education and media sensitisation has led to increased reportage on
mining related human rights abuses which served to embarrass mining companies. The media
reports of community issues strengthened community interest in campaigns.
 The activists of WACAM who had received training had been playing leadership roles in
their communities and they have contributed to the mobilisation of communities around the
critical community concerns. This has strengthened the basic assumption that if
communities are given rights education using Participatory methods, it would result in
community empowerment.
 WACAM has developed a policy of providing rights-based education to Assembly members
in our operational areas. This has influenced the District Assemblies to take up some of the
mining related community issues within the District Assembly structure. WACAM had
engagement with Parliamentary select committee on Mines and Energy on the Mining and
Mineral Bill to present community concerns on the bill. A similar meeting was held with
the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs to discuss our proposals for changes in the Mining
and Minerals Bill.
5.2. Lessons
 Advocacy which develops from community level is difficult to carry out but would
always be the right kind of advocacy if the aim of advocacy is to empower the
vulnerable
 Diplomacy would always be neutral and draw its strength from the most organised
groups. It is therefore important to effect changes by helping to develop the capacity of
the weak majority for their views to become the dominant view, otherwise diplomacy
would continue to support and strengthen the powerful.
 Change is a process that comes about when the focus of change is amplified. The media
thus play an important role in amplifying the voice of the vulnerable that are the focus of
the change processes.
 The WACAM group in Kenyase adopted a method of using local FM station to educate
the communities on compensation issues when Newmont Ahafo mine tried to impose a
negotiation package on the residents by unilaterally determining the composition of the
negotiation committee and assigning roles to organisations the company had invited to
participate in the negotiations. The Radio education by the Kenyase group resulted in
some communities boycotting the negotiation committee that Newmont had set up.
Vulnerable communities feel strong when they are organised in groups with shared
objectives
 Knowledge based on shared community concerns build their confidence for effective
engagements to redeem their rights and self esteem
 Rights education empowers communities to make positive demands
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Linkages of campaigns at the Local, National and International levels helps in
globalising community struggles
Effective advocacy should be based on ground truths
The use of Local language had proved to be effective in disseminating technical
information
Advocacy must be seen as a process and not an event. It took some consistent campaign
on the effects of mining for the Ghanaian public to appreciate that „All that glitters is not
gold‟.
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The mining lobby has intensified its Public Relations and seriously working to create the
impression mining is in conformity with sustainable development. This creates
confusion in the minds of people to think that WACAM is out to harass investors who
would want to help the county to develop. This is a challenge and a lesson to WACAM.
It became real to WACAM that indigenous farmers are also investors who should be
protected by the state.
The communities are beginning to have self-realisation and appreciate the need to
develop their own organisation outside the traditional organisation, which is corrupted
by mining companies and thus cannot provide an effective means for struggling against
the negative effects of mining.
The use of force, intimidation and coercion work as far as community people are
ignorant about their rights and responsibilities. Knowledge, information and training
help community people to remove fear.
It is important to investigate and establish the facts in any case that may appear in public
since people placed in responsible positions could lie to cover up their inefficiencies,
mistakes and gains they make at the expense of community people and the vulnerable.
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6. PROJECTIONS FOR 2007
 Increasing Staff training to build the capacity of WACAM
 To engage State Institutions on community issues
 To strengthen capacity of communities for negotiations
 To strengthen grassroot organisation by focusing on Community Group formation
 To assess the effects of mining on water bodies
 To build the capacity of women activists
 To prepare for a Micro Finance project

Figure 11:

26

WACAM is a Learning Organisation.

Annual Report 2006 HOK

Participants from communities in a workshop

7. APPENDIXES
7.1. CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2006
Date
Event
th
5
The Chief and elders of Adaamanso a
January
community that was to be affected by the
operations of BGL invited WACAM to
the community for sensitisation.

16
January

2nd
February

20th
February

27th
February

15th

27

Visit of 4 Oxfam America Officials to
mining communities in Wassa West
district and Obuasi Municipality. The
group and WACAM had a radio
discussion at Shaft FM in Obuasi
Shooting of four community members
from Teberebie community by Armed
Security Persons working for AngloGold
Ashanti Iduapriem Mine

Outcome
The outcome of a mass meeting with communities was that WACAM should
organise a three-day workshop for the community people for them to have
adequate information on compensation and mining impact. Two workshops
were organised for the community people and key members of the
community were invited to other workshops. WACAM also organised a
study tour to Prestea and Dumase for the future victims to learn about the
experiences of other communities that were affected by BGL.

WACAM released a statement condemning the shooting and contacted
AngloGold Iduapriem Official on how to provide medical support to the
victims of the shooting. Mr Anthony Baidoo who sustained gun wounds was
hospitalised at 37 Military Hospital, Accra on 4th February and discharged on
October 10th 2006. He is still an outpatient.
Communities affected by Ahafo mine of The affected people complained to the DCE and the company. The case had
Newmont had their crops destroyed by since not been resolved
overflow of water from tailings
containment in Kenyase. The overflow
went into River Asuopre and destroyed
harvests of farmers.
WACAM and Newmont had a meeting in
Accra to discuss community concerns.
Newmont was represented by its
consultants and WACAM by the
Executive Director
Inaugural meeting of Monitoring The major outcome of the meeting was for AngloGold Iduapriem mine to
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March

Advisory Group made up of WACAM,
communities affected by activities of
AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine, The
District Assembly and the company
The executive Director of WACAM was
invited to the CID Headquarters in Accra
to write a statement on the Teberebie
shooting incident
WACAM
organised
community
exchange programme for 20 community
people from Adaamanso to visit Prestea
and Dumase for experience sharing on
mining impacts since Adaamanso was a
new place that BGL wanted to mine.
Dialogue meeting of WACAM, Mining
communities and AngloGold Ashanti
Obuasi Mine on community problems.

20th
March
21st
March

23rd
March

7th April
9th May

19th May

28

Community people in Obuasi raised
mining issues on the People‟s Assembly
platform
Meeting
of
WACAM,
and
representatives of No Dirty Gold
Campaign who were on a visit to Ghana
and IFC in Accra

REGIS University students visited
Obuasi communities that are affected by
operations of AngloGold Ashanti Obuasi
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demarcate boundaries of the rock Waste Dump with the Teberebie
community, Support the victim of the shooting incident in Teberebie. The
company asked farmers to look for available land, for the “Land for Land
“project.
WACAM is yet to receive a response on the results of Police investigation

Some youth in the community who felt they could gain employment from
the company favoured the operations of the company in the community.
WACAM is yet to know if the company would provide community people
with the jobs.

A decision was taken that WACAM, the communities, AngloGold Ashanti
should form a joint investigation committee to assess the levels of human
rights violations, and the committee should present its report to the meeting
by the end of May. WACAM and the communities nominated the members
of their committee but AngloGold Ashanti as of now had not presented
names of their members.
The Regional Minister promised to investigate the allegations of community
people who accused AngloGold Ashanti of human rights violations. The
Minister is yet to act.
The team visited the IFC Office in Ghana and had a meeting with IFC
representatives in Washington and Ghana. IFC said they invested in
Newmont because they thought their investment in Newmont would bring
development to Ghana. An IFC official stated that the increased number of
mobile phones in Kenyase was an indication of development. When the IFC
officials were asked to give one example of a poor country that had used
mining as an intervention to develop, the IFC could not find one.
The visited ended with WACAM interacting with the group and making a
presentation on WACAM‟s advocacy work in the country

th

20 May
17th June

Mine.
A staff of National Geographic visited
Prestea and Dumase. Sanso, Jimiso
Dam, Hasonyewode and Kotopreso.
BGL spilled cyanide into River Aprepre
and WACAM made a statement on the
cyanide spillage on 18th June 2006

Did a report which was carried at the international level

The chief of Dumase Nana Korkye 11 made a press statement on the
frequent cyanide spillages by BGL and its effects on community sources of
water and livelihood. On 21st of June 2006, Journalists from KYSS FM
visited Dumase for further investigation.
st
1 July
WACAM had a meeting with a group of The group mandated WACAM and CEPIL to support them in filing a case
community people in Dumase who were against BGL.
affected by a cyanide spillage by BGL in
2004.
th
5 July
WACAM and members of OECD Watch The publicity-generated interest in WACAM‟s work and a staff from Reuters
who were in the country for an OECD requested for an interview, which was granted. This triggered off interest in
Watch
International
Conference community issues, which the Reuters journalist followed up with community
participated in a TV discussion visits.
programme–The Breakfast Show
8th to 10th 35 participants from 21 countries who Some participants wrote feature articles on their experiences in the mining
June
participated in the OECD Watch communities which created further awareness on mining investment and its
Conference
organised
Jointly by real cost to communities and the environment.
WACAM and IRENE Netherlands
visited mining communities in the
Tarkwa and Obuasi areas of Ghana
21st
Community people in Brakwaline who The company is now talking to some community leaders to address the
August
are affected by operations of BGL raised concerns. WACAM is not involved in these discussions.
issues including
unemployment,
discharge of effluence into streams and
emissions from roaster in 1995 which the
company had not addressed, mine
security preventing community people to
use paths to their community after 7pm
and its effects on school children
31st August Strategic
meeting
with
Assembly A three-day workshop was organised for the Assembly members for them to
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members working in mining communities
13
Protest march by Landlords in Dormaa
September By-Pass whose buildings are collapsing
from the intensity of blasting of
Newmont‟s operations at Subika pit in
Kenyase
st
21
Chiefs and people from Nsadweso, Old
September Subri,
Akyempim
and
Kubekro
demonstrated against Golden Star
Resource (Akyempim Mine) The reasons
for the demonstration include gross
disrespect for the chiefs and traditions,
Chiefs and communities were not
informed of the change of name of the
company, effect of blasting on
community buildings, pollution of
drinking water and lack of development
for the affected communities.
th
28
WACAM and the Chamber of Mines
September were invited by DFID to participate in a
discussion over lunch on mining. Other
participants present were staff members
from British High Commission, GTZ,
USAID
30th
Demonstration by about 300 community
October
people from Dumase against the
activities of Golden Star Resources
Bogoso
Prestea
mine
to
pay
compensation
to
farmers
whose
properties had been destroyed by the
company‟s rock waste dump
th
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understand their roles better for efficient work in the District Assembly
The protest resulted in a decision that the affected people should contract a
building expert to assess the cause of the cracking of the buildings at a cost
to Newmont. USAID was involved in the discussion.

The company quickly responded by having a meeting with the community
people and made many promises that were never fulfilled.

The company responded by deciding to negotiate with the affected people to
pay compensation for their destroyed crops and properties.

27th
Arrest of 5 WACAM activists, a driver of
November WACAM and Mr. Ibrahima Aidara of
Oxfam America when they had a meeting
of WACAM members in Yamfo.
Newmont Ghana Gold had been linked to
the arrest of 5 community people,
activists
and an official of Oxfam
America who were having a meeting with
community people in Yamfo, a
community affected by the operations of
Newmont Ahafo Mine in Ghana in
preparation for a meeting between
WACAM, Oxfam America and the
management of Newmont Ahafo Mine

The five community people and activists of WACAM were arraigned before
a Circuit Court in Sunyani on a framed up complaint by officials of
Newmont to the Police that the activists and the official of Oxfam America
convened the community meeting with the name of Newmont. In addition to
this, the Police preferred a strange charge that the conveners of the Yamfo
community meeting did not obtain a Police permit for the meeting. Under
the Public Order Law of Ghana, NGO meetings, social / community
meetings are not special events for which Police permits are required. The
trial Judge in an open court requested the community people and activists to
plead guilty and when they refused, the trial Judge committed them to 2week Prison custody and stated in the open court that the community people
had been disturbing foreign mining companies and the prison custody was to
serve as a deterrent to others. Many people in Ghana condemned the
infamous Yamfo arrest as barbaric and WACAM was able to collect over
3000 signatures of Trade Unionists, University Lecturers and Students,
Nationalists, Community people, Youth, UNESCO clubs, media etc to
condemn the intimidation of the community people and activists. They were
released on 11th December and the case is still pending before court.

5th
December

Shooting of four community people in
Prestea by the Military acting on behalf
of the Golden Star Resources

12th
December

WACAM participated in a stakeholders‟ CHRAJ declared its commitment to ensuring that investors do not disregard
meeting in Accra organised by CHRAJ
human rights issues and the need for investors to work within the framework
that would not compromise the rights of people and the environment.
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7.2. WACAM OPERATIONAL AREAS AND ISSUES
7.2.1. Wassa West Area
Name Of Zone
Names
Of Issues In The Zone
Communities In
The Zone
Dumase
Frequent Cyanide spillages by
Dumase
GSR Bogoso Prestea Mine
Affected
by Brakwaline
Destruction of water bodies and
activities
of Prestea
stress on community water bodies
Golden
Star Himan
Unpaid compensations
Resources (GSR) Anikoko
Shooting and maiming of some
Prestea/
Bogoso Menakete
Kwame Niampa
community people
mine
Twigyaa
Loss of livelihoods
Corporate impunity - the company
disregards community problems
Company‟s dump truck knocks
down community people.
Beating up of community people
who were demonstrating against
non-payment of compensation by
GSR
Nkwantakrom,
Court case against AngloGold
Nkwantakrom
Ashanti Iduapriem mine by
Affected
by Adisakrom
Nkwantakrom and Teberebie
activities
of Teberebie
Badukrom/
communities
AngloGold
Shooting of community people
Ashanti Iduapriem Wangarakrom
Mile 7
going to their farm
Mine
Mile 5
Unpaid compensation to some
community people in Teberebie
whose farms were covered with
rock waste dump
School children in Wangrakrom
/Badukrom have dropped out of
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Achievements/Remarks

Possible out of court settlement proposed by GSR
Collected evidence for possible court action against GSR
Developing strategy for work in the area.

A court action instituted by inhabitants of Nkwantakrom
against AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem Mine over
destruction of some buildings in Nkwantakrom had been
pending for eight years at the High Court of Justice in
Tarkwa. The case is still pending.
The litigation between Emelia Amoateng and thirty-four
others versus Anglo-gold Ashanti started on the 25th of
January 2005 and is still pending before the Tarkwa
High Court.
Paul Kwofie and twenty –eight others and Grusah
Kakrabah and twenty others all versus Goldfields Ghana
Limited, which are also being heard by the Tarkwa High

Atuabo
/
Akontanse
Affected
by
Goldfields Ghana
Limited

Atuabo
Akontanse
Effuanta,
Booboo,

Ayinase
Affected by Ghana Bonsa,
Nsuta
Manganese
Company Limited Tarkwa Banso
Domeabra
Atwereboana
Damang Zone
Affected
by Achiase,
Goldfields Ghana Pieso.
Nyamebekyere,
Limited
Mile 4,
Old Kyekyewere,
Koduakrom,
Bompieso
Amoanda
Amoanda East
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school because the access road of
the communities to their school is
blocked by the mining activities
of the company

Court, were all adjourned to the 16th of February 2006.
All the court cases are being handled by CEPIL, a law
firm in collaboration with WACAM.
Meeting victims of shooting to discuss the way forward

Atuabo zone is made up of
communities, located in the
concessions of both Goldfields
Ghana Limited and Ghana
Manganese Company.

ACTIVITY
A meeting was held on the 26th of February 2006 by
WACAM‟s group to discuss economic problems of the
Atuabo community Problems discussed include
employment, good drinking water and lack of access to
arable land for farming.
The meeting agreed to petition management of
Goldfields on the identified problems for its reactions.

Poor compensation payment
Loss of livelihoods
Dust particles were also found
resting on edible leaves in most of
farms visited.
Ground vibration mostly from
blasting which had caused cracks
in building was experienced.

Amoanda East petitioned the management of Goldfield
Ghana Limited Abosso mine about all the problems the
community faced and WACAM followed up with a
discussion with the management
The company started providing water to the community
and quickly constructed two wells at two vantage points
in the community to replace the polluted river Peepe.
The community people believe the quality of the water
in the two wells was poor.
WACAM educated the communities on principles of
compensation based on the new Minerals and Mining
Law; Act 703 of 2006

7.2.2. Obuasi Area
Name Of Zone

Names
Of Issues In The Zone
Communities In
The Zone
Obuasi is affected Dokyiwa
Anwiam
 Frequent cyanide spillages from
by activities of Ntonsoa
AngloGold Ashanti‟s broken down
AngloGold Ashanti Binsere
Ohiampeanika
pipes
Obuasi Mine.
Sansu
 Broken promises. The company
Twiwaaso
has on several occasions promised
Gyimiso
to repair the drainage system.
Adaase
 All appeals to the company to
Adjeikrom,
resettle them have been ignored.
Akatekyiaso
 There is no accessible road to the
Amamom
community because the company
Ankaako
has hemmed them inside its
Anyankyirem,
operational area.
Attakrom
Badukrom
Sanso, Binsere & Dokyiwa
Ewiase
 There areas continued to reel from
Hia
the effects of AngloGold Ashanti‟s
Kronko
mine legacies. There is polluted
Mankonoahogro
land, water and resultant diseases.
 For these three communities, a
leadership crisis has compounded
the problems. The Assemblyman
for Sanso is at loggerheads with the
chief of the community who
happens to be a henchman of the
company.
 Binsere and Dokyiwa continue to
face problems of lack of access to
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Achievements/Remarks






Held meetings with the chief of the
community and sensitized him on ways of
redressing the problems of the company. He
was selected to attend three of WACAM‟s
workshops in the year so that he could gain
an insight into the mining problems and to be
empowered so that in negotiating with the
company, he could bargain from a position of
strength.
At a WACAM meeting, members mandated
the Coordinator to invite the MP for Obuasi
to appear before them to explain a comment
allegedly made by the Chairman of the Select
Committee on Environment to the effect that
Obuasi had no environmental problems.
They found this statement repulsive and did
not represent the real situation on the ground.
A letter was duly written but the MP failed to
show up on the appointed date, citing busy
engagements as the reason.
Shaft Radio did many stories on mining and
its associated problems in the year under
review. The Executive Director and the
Director of Training and Research were both
hosted on the station anytime they came to
Obuasi. This helped to generate interesting
debate among the various listeners of the
station about the problems of mining.
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clean drinking water. The company 
officials told them not to drink
water from the boreholes they
themselves sunk in the communities
due to possible cyanide pollution.
There is also a problem of
unemployment. The company is
clearing up its waste dam at
Dokyiwa and has actually given it
out on contract. The community
people accuse the company of not 
taking steps to employ some of the
youth of the communities, hence
compounding the unemployment
problem there.

The water problem of communities like
Amamom, Anyankyirem and Akatakyieso
was brought to the attention of the company.
Previously,
whenever
the
borehole
constructed for the communities broke down,
the people had to contribute money to repair
it.
This further impoverished the poor
people. After some community meetings, the
company‟s attention was brought to this
problem and this has since been rectified.
There were meetings between WACAM and
the company over cases of human rights
abuses that had occurred in Obuasi. They
were all part of the on-going dialogue process
the company committed itself to. After a
long break, the company came back to the
negotiating table in April and promised to
nominate three representatives to join
WACAM‟s representatives on the Joint
Committee to investigate cases of human
rights abuses.
The company however
reneged on this and WACAM, at a
community meeting in Obuasi resolved to
demonstrate against the company as a sign of
disapproval of the disdainful way it was
treating the communities

7.2.3. Asutifi District - Kenyase Area
Name
Zone

Of Names
Of
Communities In
The Zone
 Kenyase No.
Kenyase
1
Affected by
 Kenyase No.
operations
2
of Newmont
Ghana Gold  Obengkrom
 Donkokrom
Limited
 Bogyampa
 Ntotroso
 Akyrensua
 Hwidiem
 Yamfo
 Nkasiem
 Wamaheneso
 Adukrom
 Nfahunfaka
 Kwahu
 Nkrankrom
 Nkaseim
 Mehame
 Subiriso
 Adorobaa
 Terchire
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Issues In The Zone

Achievements/Remarks

Kenyase 1 & 2, Ntotroso
 Little or no compensation
 Environmental problems e.g. Air, land and
water pollution, land degradation, destructive
of rich wildlife.

Increase
of diseases e.g. Skin rashes, buruli ulcer.
 Resettlement problems
Mehame, Subiriso
 These new areas are yet to be mined by
Newmont. The company has already put in
place its strategy to mine under Phase II of its
Ahafo Mine. The communities contend that
the company had destroyed their farmlands
without compensation.
Some of the
community people also accuse the company of
entering their farmlands without prior
notification according to law. These, coupled
with the communities‟ own poor knowledge of
the
 Minerals and Mining Law had made them
vulnerable.
The people of Mehame for
instance, have resolved to resist mining since
their land size is too small to accommodate
both farming and mining.
 They also argue that they have very rich cocoa
farms, which they are not prepared to cede to
any mining company.









WACAM members meet twice a week to
deliberate on issues affecting their livelihood.
At such meetings, members are educated on
the Minerals and Mining Law.
Occasionally, members are selected to attend
workshops where they are empowered to
demand accountability from the company. In
the year, about four workshops were held in
Kenyase alone, including a workshop on
leadership skills. Participants were mainly
potential women leaders.
WACAM also uses Nananom FM in Goaso
to advance its advocacy in the region.
Journalists from the station are invited to
workshops where they are sensitized on
community problems. The leadership of the
organisation also serves as resource persons
for the station when programmes concerning
mining are produced. Members also phonein to programmes to set the records straight
and educate the public during programmes.
Two public fora were held at Kenyase I & II.
In the first instance, the Director of Training
and Research of WACAM and Mr. John
Yaw Opoku were on hand to respond to
concerns from members of the communities
who had gathered to hear from them.

7.2.4. New Abriem District Akyem Area
Name
Of Names
of
Achievements/Remarks
Zone
Communities in the Issues in the Zone
Zone
New Abriem
New Abriem
Newmont Akyem Project exploration
Established
contacts
with
Affected by
communities
for
follow-up
Obogu
Ownership of land vis-a-vis mine rights of Newmont
activities of
visits in the coming year
Odubi
Low compensation rates quoted and imposed by
Newmont
Hweakwae
and
Adausena
Newmont on communities without proper dialogue
Adausena
Gold Ghana
communities
showed
interest
to
Newmont
has
formed
compensation
committees
to
Abirem
Limited
work
with
WACAM
to
protect
endorse the imposed compensation on the farmers.
Afosu
their rights
This clearly is a violation of provisions in the
Hweakwae
WACAM has managed to build
Minerals and Mining Law.
Ntronang
the capacity of local people to
Preparatory work to mobilise communities that may
Yayaso
the extent that the company
be affect by the operations of Newmont Akyem
Mamanso
now provides prior notification
project and form a basis for future work for
before entering farmers‟ farm.
community empowerment.
WACAM
members
hold
Initial visits to communities to talk about rights to
periodic
meetings
to
discuss
land of communities and the need to negotiate with
issues affecting their livelihood.
Newmont.
The people have rejected the
Legal education and sensitisation for communities at
unilateral decision of Newmont
Afosu for four of the affected communities The
to pay compensation amounts
company, Newmont has surveyed some lands for
not prescribed by law.
compensation but they do not fully declare the entire
WACAM‟s activities in the
acreage of land
area have seen Newmont put a
Categorisation of crops for the sake of compensation.
hold on its activities until all
The company has decided to categorize some crops as
outstanding issues have been
seedlings, young crops and mature crops.
addressed.
The company entered farmers‟ lands without prior
notification according to law.
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7.2.5. Other Ares Outside Regular Working Area
Other Areas
Adaamanso

Names
Communities
Adaamanso

Dunkwa-On
Offin

Mampon

Dwira Bibiani

Dwira Bibiani
near Kutukrom
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Of Issues In The Zone

Achievements/Remarks

Bogoso Gold Limited wants to The first visit was at the invitation of the Chief to provide
open up a pit in some information on Mining. WACAM used the opportunity
community fields
to meet with and organised some community people for a
workshop and field trips to some affected mining
communities like Prestea for them to see the effects of
mining
BGL wants to mine in the Area Participated in a Public hearing organised by EPA
Follow-up visit to the place for education of the people.
The chief was not happy about the fact that the meeting
was not organised by BGL
A company called Kalikan, The Korean company was taking advantage of the
which is a Korean company, is inaccessibility of the area to cheat the people by refusing
engaged in small-scale mining to pay any compensation to cocoa farmers and there is no
and destroying farms of people EIA covering their operations.
with little or no compensation.
The company mines directly
into River Ankobra

